
Roureur Belau apologizes to readers for missing a couple of 
weeks’ issues due to unforeseen circumstances.  The time was 
also used to re-constructed the mast-head thus giving a new 
look that hopefully illustrate Palau.  The paper will be distrib-
uted through e-mails as “pdf” file to addresses on file on Mon-
days instead of Fridays as it was originally scheduled.  The 
paper’s website is still being constructed and will be published 
in the paper for your convenience!  You may share the paper 
with friends.  Thank you and once again my apologies! 

 Palau was slightly 
alarmed by a short 
quake close to midnight 
on Thursday, August 
14th, that rocked many 
out of bed and onto the 
yard buzzing with ques-
tions. 
 The slight tremor 
(3.2 magnitude) shook 
residences, especially 
structures with over two 

stories high, that shud-
dered for about 5-7 sec-
onds long in three sepa-
rate times. 
 “I thought my 
head was spinning,” 
said one resident, “as a 
prelude to a heart at-
tack.”  The person went 
on to say that he stood 
up placing his hand on 
his chest and than his 

house shook again for a 
couple of seconds.  It 
stopped and again 
quickly started for a few 
seconds again and 
stopped altogether.  The 
quake was the issue of 
many at coffee shops 
and the market places. 
 Palau Island is off 
the radar from major 
natural disasters such as 

typhoons, earthquakes, 
and tornadoes.  The last 
major disaster was a ty-
phoon Utor that hit the 
island in 2001 that dev-
astated the low lying 
islands and the coast-
lines. 
 The story was 
published in previous 
Roureur Belau and 
printed on page 8. 

 Two fishermen on a fishing expedition were 
reported by the boat driver lost on Tuesday after-
noon, August 11, 2008 by an area across from 
Ameliik State and to the west of Koror State close to 
the island known as Ngercheball. 
 According to reports from witnesses, Steve Al-
bert and Thyron Rdiall went fishing early morning of 
the same day along with Dominic Kyota.  Family 
members said Dominic was charged as the boat’s 

Lost & Found…. (Continued on page 11) 

 With the General Election less than three 
months to the polls, campaigning around the island 
has intensified with candidates visiting individuals as 
well as house-to-house including meeting with vil-
lagers at every hamlets and in addition off-island vis-
its to voters residing elsewhere. 
 Bai ra Mechuang forum in Ngchesar was 
scheduled for Sunday, August 17th, however it was 
cancelled due to unknown reasons and re-scheduled 

Campaign Trail…. (Continued on page 12) 

Alan Seid Billy Kuartei 

Johnson Toribiong 
Kerai Mariur 

Surangel Whipps Camsek Chin 

Joshua Koshiba 
Jackson Ngiraingas 
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Jeff Ngirarsaol Martin Renguul Mlib Tmetuchel Joel Toribiong 

Gillian Johanes John Skebong Tadashi Sakuma Masa-aki Emesiochel Ernest Ongidobel Alfonso Diaz Joan Demei Steven Kanai 

Dilmei Olkeriil Caleb Otto Masayuki Adelbai Tadao Ngotel Mario Katosang Gale Ngirmidol Kathy Kesolei J. Risong Tarkong 

Fritz Koshiba Regis Akitaya Elbuchel Sadang Raynold Oilouch Regina Mesebeluu Otoichi Besebes Nick Ngwal Brien Nicholas 

Jennifer S. Yano Adalbert Eledui Dwight Alexander Elia Tulop Yukiwo Dengokl Lorenza Olkeriil Mark Rudimch Hokkons Baules 

Roman Yano Tommy Remengesau, Jr James Orak Temmy Shmull Paul Ueki Adair Sumang Santy Asanuma Haruo Willter 

 August 6th deadline list out 44 names to com-
pete for the 13 seats at the Senate, however it is an-
ticipated that with existing laws there are possible 
candidates who will have their names dropped out 
from the race before the General Election on Novem-
ber 4th, in particular candidates to the HOD. 
 The candidates are from all walks of life from 
government employees to businessmen to non-profit 
organization leaders and taxi drivers including state 
legislators, lawyers, doctors, athletes, and retirees 
and in addition to everything else, there are seven 
women in the mix to the Senate. 
 According to a former member of the Civil 
Service, government employees covered under the 
civil service policies require that they must tender 

their resignation from their government positions 
within 14 days after filing their candidacies with the 
Election Commission. 
 Government staffs not covered by the Civil 
Services are those under contract, the Judiciary and 
Legislative branches. 
 Roureur Belau published names of the candi-
dates to the Senate to match each individual faces for 
its readers’ convenience. 
 In other related news, candidates for the office 
of the President and Vice-President have been given 
ballot numbers.  Johnson Toribiong and Kerai Mariur 
picked #1 slot followed by Joshua Koshiba and Jack-
son Ngiraingas with the #2 place.  Surangel Whipps 

The Senate and HOD….. (Continued on page 6) 
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 T-Dock on Satur-
day, August 9th, wit-
nessed a gathering of 
great proportion at a 
fund-raising organized 
by a non-profit group 
known as Ongiall that 
netted more than two 
grand from anxious sup-
porters not only for the 
group itself but the 
clubs it supports. 
 President Dwight 
Ngiraibai said support-
ers and friends came on 
huge hoards to lend a 
hand as well as purchas-
ing lunch at $5.00 a 
plate.  Assorted bever-
ages were also sold in-
cluding many other 
items to help raise the 
price tag. 

 “This in not unusual event for Ongiall, said Mr. 
Ngiraibai, “as we have done it before to help support 
the Canoe Association and other sport groups.” 
 The event started in the afternoon until late 
evening.  Drinking of alcohol was minimal and no 

quarrels and disputes 
were reported that could 
have ruined the event. 
 Last year Ongiall 
raised more than $5,000 
and after expenses there 
were left about $4,000.  
“A total of $1,500 each 
was given 

 Heavy rain on the 
day of groundbreaking 
ceremony for stimulus 
project to Ngaremlengui 
State last Thursday 
morning, July 31st, was 
spoiled as witnessed by 
many who were invited. 
 Vehicles and 
buses were caught un-
awares as the bridge to 
the State was over-
flooded by rushing wa-
ter above the overpass 
making it impossible to 
cross around 10:00 am.  
School buses from the 
State to Koror were said 
to have switched their 
passengers to another 
bus across the bridge. 
 “Others who 

wanted to attend the 
ceremony,” said Abby 
Rdialul, former Chair-
man of Governor On-
gos’s campaign commit-
tee, “had to turn back to 
Koror about an hour 
later when the heavy 
rain showed no end.” 
 According to an 
invitation dated July 
29th and signed by Min-
ister Fritz Koshiba and 
Ngaremlengui State 
Governor Wilson On-
gos, there were at least 
six stimulus project 
awarded to the State. 
 The projects are 
for Ngaremlengui State 
Improvement Project 
Phase II; Community 

Bai Facilities improvement Project; Dock Improve-
ment Project Phase I; Road Improvement Project 
Phase IV; Elementary School Road Project; and 
Ngarmeskang Waterfalls Road Project Phase I. 

Ngardmau 

Ngaremlengui 

Ngaraard 

Ngiwal 

Melekeok 

Ngatpang 

Area where water 
flowed over the 
bridge stranding 

by-standers 
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Jeffrey Titiml 
KAYANGEL 

Noah Kemesong 
KAYANGEL 

Faustina R. Marugg 
NGERCHELONG 

Dimai Saiske 
NGERCHELONG 

Don Bukurrou 
NGERCHELONG 

Marhence Madrangchar 
NGERCHELONG 

Antonio Bells 
NGARAARD 

Gibson Kanai 
NGARAARD 

Salvador Remoket 
NGARAARD 

Francis Llecholch 
NGIWAL 

Krispin Termeteet 
NGIWAL 

Noah Idechelong 
NGIWAL 

Pablo Temol 
NGIWAL 

Danny Ongelungel 
MELEKEOK 

F. Kazuo Asanuma 
MELEKEOK 

Lancer Basilius 
MELEKEOK 

Teodoro Rengulbai 
MELEKEOK 

Bonifacio Basilius 
NGCHESAR 

Marcello Ngirkelau 
NGCHESAR 

Moses Uludong 
NGCHESAR 

Sabino Anastacio 
NGCHESAR 

Secillil Eldebechel 
NGCHESAR 

Sirino Hideo 
NGCHESAR 

Zacheus Kotaro 
NGCHESAR 

Noah Secharraimul 
AIRAI 

Tmewang Rengulbai 
AIRAI 

Kalistus Ngirturong 
AIMELIIK 

Warren Umetaro 
AIMELIIK 

Jerry Nabeyama 
NGATPANG 

Valentino Emesiochel 
NGATPANG 

Alonzo Kyota 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Portia Franz 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Swenny Ongidobel 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Balkuu Kumangai 
NGARDMAU 

Lucio Ngiraiwet 
NGARDMAU 

Rebluud Kesolei 
NGARDMAU 

Alexander Merep 
KOROR 

Hilario Ngiraidong 
KOROR 

Salvador Tellames 
KOROR 

Jonathan Isechal 
PELELIU 

Horace Rafael 
ANGAUR 

Mario Gulibert 
ANGAUR 

Natus Misch 
ANGAUR 

Edwin Mario 
SONSOROL 

Marcellino Xavier 
SONSOROL 

Huan Hosei 
HATOHOBEI 

Sebastian Marino 
HATOHOBEI 

Wayne Andrew 
HATOHOBEI 

and Billy Kuartei picked the #3 opening along with 
Camsek Chin and Alan Seid taking the #4 place. 
 The primary election on September 23rd for the 
top office of the country is to choose two out of the 
four candidates for the November 4th General Elec-
tion along with candidates to the Olbiil Era Kelulau 
(National Congress). 
 

HOUSE TO AWAIT 16 
FROM THE 48 HOPEFULS 

 
 Toward the end of August 6th closing date, four 

(Continued from page 3) …..The Senate and HOD 

current delegates walked into the Election Commis-
sion with their entourage to file their candidacies de-
spite an existing law banning them from running for 
another term making a total of 48 candidates to the 
House of Delegates (HOD). 
 The state with the most candidates is Ngchesar 

The Senate and HOD….. (Continued on page 11) 
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 Two fire-trucks were immediately summoned 
to the former Mid-Town Gas Station building be-
tween PRA and S&S Video Store on the main high-
way in response to a report of a fire around noon on 
August 19th. 
 According to witnesses, the fire started from 
the right side of the structure inside the garage-type 
part of the building that used to be a car wash busi-
ness.  “The strong wind blowing from the west,” said 
the witness, “actually helped spread the fire quickly 
engulfing the internet café and store to the left.” 
 The fire department was able to extinguish the 
fire before it got out of control.  Witnessed said there 
were Palau High School students congregating be-
tween the S&S Video Store building and the dam-
aged building.  “A high school student rushed by 
yelling there is a fire,” said the bystander.  The ob-
server went to look onto the incident and saw that the 
fire was inside the building. 
 No one was hurt and investigation is probably 
on-going to ascertain the cause of the fire.  It is esti-
mated that the value of the destroyed effects such as 
computers, grocery items, and assorted electronic 
instruments were worth thousands of dollars.  The 
owner of the business is former Senator Haruo Esang 
as written on the business license. 

 Despite the final tally of Ngiwal election’s 60+ 
absentee ballots on August 19th, Governor Masasinge 
Arrurang will continue his four-year leadership de-
feating Francisco Melaitau, former Ngiwal Legisla-
ture Speaker, by over 100+ difference of votes. 
 However, seven of the 14 candidates took their 
seats with Russell Masayos (299); Asaria Timarong 
(274); Ellender Ngirameketii (267); Stephaliza 
“Baisach” Ngirameong (248); Happy Ngirakesau 
(232); Hideki Takataro (216); and Eugene “Usin” 
Termeteet (206).  Manase Temol came at number 
eight slot with 202, four votes behind Termeteet. 
 The new members to the 13th Kelulul a Kiu-
luul (KAK) will swear-in on September 5th, accord-
ing to RIUMD Moses Sam who is acting Speaker of 
the 12th KAK and will join with the traditional 
chiefs as part of the legislature who are: UON-
GRUOS Paulus Wong, RIUMD Moses Sam, 
NGIRNGESECHEI Masao Ueda, IROMEL Anghel 
Udui, NGIRAIBAI Greg Decherong, SECHALKE-
BUR Dennis Mad, MISCH Joseph Tiobech, 
SIKESOL Inacio Sadang, NGETKEBUI Sichang 
Meltel, AND OBAK Ngotel. 
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PREVIOUS ROUREUR BELAU STORIES 

 President Remengesau declared a State of 
Emergency on Tuesday, July 3, after roads were de-
railed and water supply and electricity in the Repub-
lic was disrupted due to heavy rains and strong 
winds wrought by Tropical Storm Utor. 
 Utor, which began as a Tropical Depression 
between Yap and Palau last week, grew to reach 
Tropical Storm power, which placed Palau under 
Storm Watch condition. Heavy rains accompanied 
by the storm caused several landslide that derailed 
roads in downtown Koror near the Etpison Museum, 

State of Emergency…. (Continued on page 10) 
Pictured above is the access road to Nikko Hotel in Ngermid Hamlet 

which was derailed due to heavy rains wrought by Tropical Storm Utor. 

The story was published as 
Vol. III No. 27 - July 05-20, 2001! 

The story was published as 
Vol. III No. 40Oct. 18 - 25, 2001 

According to police, the car swerved off the causeway road 
and dove into the waters across from Galaxy Video at Malakal 
on the morning of October 16th.  The vehicle’s owner is Debbie 
and police say that witnessed saw a young man driving the 
car.  When police arrived at the scene, the driver was nowhere 
to be found. 

PICRC Press Release 
 
 A pregnant male seahorse (Hippocampus kuda) 
gave birth to over one hundred baby seahorses on 
Friday night, October 12, 2001.  The adult seahorse 
was removed from the camouflage exhibit at the Pa-
lau International Coral Reef Center (PICRC) two 
days before, when aquarists noticed that it was preg-
nant, and placed into a rearing tank.  On Saturday 
morning the adult male was moved back to the ex-
hibit.  The young have been kept in the rearing tank 
with water temperature at 27 – 28 degrees Celsius.   
 As in the wild, the Center’s aquarists expect at 
least 90% mortality of the baby seahorses due to can-

Sea Horse at PICRC….. (Continued on page 10) 
The story was published as 

Vol. III No. 40Oct. 18 - 25, 2001 

 A Philippine national working for a local news-
paper, Palau Horizon, was revived by Dr.Yano and 
transported to the Belau National Hospital after he 
drove a car off the causeway leading to Meyuns and 
into the water. 

The man, Bernardino Perez, according to reports 
was on his way to Meyuns at about 9:30 a.m. on 
Monday morning, April 09 in the company’s news-
paper distribution white pick-up when he lost control 

Man revived…. (Continued on page 10) 

Published as Vol. III No. 15 (April 12-18 , 2001) 



NGEDEBUUL 
(Kayangel): Evence Beches - 64, Masayuki Adelbai - 93, and 
Florencio Yamada - 117.  Total registered voters were 349 with 
total vote casts at 278 with at least 4 blanks. 
 

RTELUUL 
(Ngarchelong):  Kerai Mariur - 510 with Yusim Sato - 179 from 
711 total vote casts out of 964 registered voters with 3 write-ins 
and 19 blanks. 
 

KERRADEL 
(Ngaraard):  Antonio Bells - 462 and Tadashi Sakuma - 360.  
Total registered voters were 1,127 with 845 going to the poles.  
Write-in was 1 with 9 blanks and 13 void. 
 

KIULUUL 
(Ngiwal):  Elia Tuop - 246 lost by 2 votes to Noah Idechong - 
248.  There were at least 9 blanks and 2 void that could have 
made a difference in the race. 
 

NGETELNGAL 
(Melekeok):  Three candidates last General Election between 
Augustine Mesebeluu - 191, Henaro Antonio - 113, and Kazuo 
Asanuma - 96 divided the 408 vote casts out of the total regis-
tered voters of 503 with only 8 ballots turning out as blanks. 
 

OLDIAIS 
(Ngchesar):  Total registered voters at 540 with vote cast of 425 
resulting in Sabino Anastacio - 235 beating Moses Uludong - 
179 with 2 write-ins and 9 blanks. 
 

BELIAS 
(Airai):  Charles Obichang - 430 lost to Noah Secharraimul - 465 
from total vote cast of 917 out of total registered voters 1,169 with 
21 blanks and 1 void. 
 

NGERBUNS 
(Aimeliik):  Kalistus Wasisang ran for Delegate with no chal-
lenger taking in 393 votes from 439 vote casts.  Total registered 
voters of the state was 503.  About 36 turned out blanks and 9 
write-ins with 1 designated as a void ballot. 
 

NGERDUBECH 
(Ngatpang):  Okada Techitong was the lone candidate last Gen-

eral Election to the state garnering 131 votes.  Total registered 
voters are 182 with 142 to the poles resulting in 4 write-ins and 8 
blank votes. 
 

IMEUNGS 
(Ngaremlengui):  Swenny Ongidobel - 96, William Ngiraikelu - 
248, and Akino Mekoll - 84.  Registered voters totaled 557 with 
441 vote casts and 12 blank votes with 1 write-in. 
 

ONGEDECHUUL 
(Ngardmau):  Rebluud Kesolei - 134 losing by 10 votes to Lucio 
Ngiraiwet - 143 with 5 blank votes.  Total registered voters were 
345 with about 282 going to the poles. 
 

ERNGUUL 
(Koror):  The state turned out three candidates with Sam Masang - 
896, Roman Yano - 907, and Joel Toribiong - 1,423.  Total regis-
tered voters numbered at 4,583 with voters to the polls at 3,362 
resulting in 5 write-ins, 116 blanks, and 15 voids.  Write-ins were 
Elmer Iyar (11), Tero Uehara (1), Alexander Merep (1), and Nick 
Ngwal (1). 
 

ODESANGEL 
(Peleliu):  Total registered voters were 875 with 670 to the polls.  
Gerdence Meyar - 288 lost to Jonathan Isechal - 358.  Write-in 
was 1 vote to 22 blanks and 1 void. 
 

EDEAUR 
(Angaur):  Mario Gulibert - 213 was way ahead of Victorio Uher-
belau - 96 out of the 330 vote casts of registered voters numbering 
at 453 with 1 write-in, 19 blanks, and 1 void. 
 

SANAITERAE 
(Sonsorol):  Flavian Carlos ran unchallenged taking in 92 votes.   
Total registered voters were 170 with 142 casting their votes re-
sulting in 36 write-ins and 14 blank votes. 
 

HATOH-BEI 
(Hatohobei):  Thomas Patris took in 54 to Nemecio Andrew’s 46 
from total votes cast of 100 out of 119 total registered votes.  
There were zero write-ins as well a blanks including voids. 
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 The office of the President results of 2004 General 
Election showed Polycarp Basilius - 3,268 to Tommy Re-
mengesau, Jr. - 6,494 and Sandra Pierantozzi - 2,812 los-
ing streak to Camsek Chin - 6,919. 
 The Senate Candidates were Mlib Tmetuchel 
(6,497); Dilmei Olkeriil (2,572); Miriam Timarong (1,048); 
Carlos Salii (3,266); Surangel Whipps (7,350); Alfonso 
Diaz (4,968); Lucius Malsol (4,235); Margir Dalton (565); 
Harry Fritz (3,123); Seit Andres (4,228); Johnny Reklai 
(5,055); Yukiwo Dengokl (5,331); Alan Seid (7,182); 
Joshua Koshiba (4,846); Gillian Tellames (847);  Emiliano 
Kazuma (1,157); Caleb Otto (4,284); Edobo Temengil 
(957); Steven Kanai (3,258); Imelda Franz (3,102); Santy 
Asanuma (4,816); and Paul Ueki (3,712). 
 Out of the 44 Senatorial Candidates, the people must 
choose 13 instead of nine to fill the positions at the Senate 
of the Eight Olbiil Era Kelulau. 

Results of 2004 General Election from the states 
are published on this page for readers’ compari-
son as well as have at least an understanding of 
who to vote this year as their representatives for 
the next four years beginning January 1, 2009.  
The data  were provided by the Palau Election 
Commission to Roureur Belau.  New data and 
numbers of voters from each state will be up-
dated after September deadline registration and 
published for your convenience.  There are 48 
candidates to the House of Delegates this com-
ing General Election 2008 looking for 16 to repre-
sent each state. 
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near the US Embassy, Ngermid Hamlet, Nikko Hotel 
access road, airport road near SDA Church in Airai, 
and road to Ked, Airai. 
 As for electricity, electric power to the states of 
Melekeok, Ngardmau, Ngiwal, Ngaraard, were down 
for several days due to power the snapping of power 
lines by falling trees. Electric power in Koror was 
also very disruptive for several days also due to fal-
ling trees and vegetation onto the power lines. The 
Super Dispensaries located in Babeldaob were put on 
alert 24 hours a day during the time that the Republic 
was under Storm Watch condition. 
 The Executive Order 1-94 gives the President 
power to allocate funds for the necessary repairs of 
the roads, water system, and power supply to the 
public. The Order also allows the President to seek 
relief aid from countries outside of Palau. Damage to 
the Republic by Tropical Storm Utor is estimated 
roughly to be around $500,000 to $1.5million. As of 
now according to the President, the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) has offered $1.5m in aid with no 
strings attached.   

Latest reports on Utor is that it is now some 700 
miles north from Palau and is heading away to the 
northwest. Utor has also gather power enough to be 
rated as a typhoon with winds of 60 knots and gusts 
up to 80 knots. Some fifty deaths have been reported 
in the Philippines and Taiwan due to Typhoon Utor 
when it hit the two countries. 

(Continued from page 8) …. State of Emergency 

animals hide themselves in the seagrass bed.  Sea-
horses are masters at camouflage with blotchy skin 
patterns and have the ability to change colors to 
blend into their surroundings.  In the wild, these fish 
can also grow extra flaps of skin to imitate seaweed 
or algae and seagrass when encrusting animals or 
algae are not already attached to them.  Seahorses are 
bony fishes closely related to pipefishes, pipehorses 
and sea dragons. 

nibalism and other causes of death.   This was the 
second instance of successful reproduction of H. 
kuda for the aquarists at the Center.  The aquarists 
are learning and greatly improving their ability to 
sustain the life of young seahorses with each preg-
nancy. 
 Seahorses are the only animals known where 
the male becomes pregnant.  The female seahorse 
still produces large, energy-rich eggs that are depos-
ited into the male’s pouch for fertilization.  The em-
bryos then embed themselves in the epithelial tissue 
lining the pouch walls in order to receive oxygen and 
calcium from their father.  Most nourishment comes 
from the mother’s egg yolk.  Within 2-4 weeks 
(depending on the species), the male gives birth to up 
to 1,000 fully independent young, some of whom 
will live up to 5 years. 
 The Center currently exhibits 4 adult Common 
Yellow seahorses, H. kuda, to display how various 

(Continued from page 8) ….. Sea Horse at PICRC 

of the vehicle and went over the causeway’s side-
walk into the water and came to rest about twenty-
five feet from the causeway. 
 As luck would have it, passersby Mike Mechol 
and yet unidentified man saw the car as it vaulted 
into the water. The men stopped and noticed that the 
driver was still inside the vehicle and could not come 
out by himself, so both men jumped into the water to 
rescue him. The two men were able to pull out the 
victim who was unconscious at that time, out of the 
pick-up and since it was during high tide, had to 
carry him while swimming to the foot of the cause-
way. They both managed to hoist Perez unto the 
sidewalk where Dr. Yano on his way to the hospital 
had stopped to watch the drama unfolding. 
 When the men laid Perez on the sidewalk, the 
doctor immediately applied CPR on him, which ap-
parently saved his life since he had a lungful of sea-
water which he vomited on the scene. He was appar-
ently saved except for minor scrapes to the knees. 
Meanwhile, one of the rescuers Mike Mechol suf-
fered a six-inch cut on the side of his right knee that 
has to be stitched. Bernie, according to some reports, 
has a history of seizures which brings suspicion that 
that might have happened and caused him to loose 
control of his vehicle. 

This accident conveys a message to the media 
that they are not immune to the fact that they could 
also be news items themselves. 

(Continued from page 8) …. Man revived 
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driver while the two, Steve and Thyron, did the 
spear-fishing. 
 However, the boat driver was reported to have 
fallen asleep and upon waking up a few hours later, 
he failed to spot his colleagues in the water.  In an 
effort to search for the fishermen by driving the boat 
in circles thus covering a large area, the boat finally 
ran out of fuel.  By 4:00 pm in the afternoon of 
which family members belief it was 2-3 hours later, 
Dominic than called the Marine Law Enforcement 
who dispatched a boat to an area known as 
“omuchel.” 
 Information filtered through to friends and 
family members resulted in boats sent out to search 
the area for the lost men.  According to Henry Ble-
sam, he took off from the camp of Senator Joshua 
Koshiba and Governor Jackson Ngiraingas with his 
brothers including Jennifer Yano to help with the 
search party. 
 A helicopter was also dispatched by the gov-
ernment through the office of the President by way 
of the Palau National Aviation Agency (PNAA) fly-
ing overhead but was not able to spot the two indi-
viduals. 
 A family member said that the two swam for 
hours toward Koror with the incoming tide but upon 
spotting a large crowd gathered at the T-Dock area, 
they both decided to prolong their efforts and swam 
past to their father’s residence a few meters inland to 
avoid embarrassment. 
 Three weeks before, two individuals drifted for 
12 hours from midnight the night before until res-
cued by friends the next afternoon at the very same 
spot.  The individuals who wish to remain anony-
mous said they both failed to check the boat properly 
which was taking in water from a cracked bottom. 

The men wish to remind everyone, especially 
fishermen,… “it is your responsibility to make sure 
the boat is ready and that someone is informed of 
your plans before going out to sea.” 

(Continued from page 1) …. Lost & Found 

State with seven if current Delegate Sabino An-
astacio remains in the race following Ngerchelong, 
Melekeok, and Nigwal states each with four candi-
dates and the rest tied with three, and two candidates 
except Peleliu State with the current Delegate the 
only candidate to run. 
 However, the public is expecting word from 
the Election Commission to disqualify the last four 
candidates to file their candidacies based on the 2004 
General Election results amending the Republic of 
Palau Constitution setting term limits of congress-
men to three terms of 4 years. 
 The three candidates are current members of 
the House of Delegates and they are House Speaker 
Antonio Bells from Ngaraard, Floor Leader Sabino 
Anastacio from Ngchesar, Delegate Mario Gulibert 
from Angaur, and Delegate Lucio Ngiraiwet from 
Ngardmau.  A source said Delegate Flavian Carlos 
from Sonsorol will run on a write-in ticket. 
 “If there are Delegates from other states who 
wish to run as a write-in,” said the source, “it re-
mains to be seen.” 
 According to the Election Commission Office, 
the law requires 14 days after filing for candidacies 
for the public to submit an objection against any can-
didates to the EC for action which ends on August 
21st.  Thereafter the Election Commission’s Board of 
Directors would than review each candidate’s quali-
fication for processing. 
 The law also mandates that at least 10 days be-
fore the General Election the ballots must be in the 
final process and ready as printed to be sent to voters 
off-island.  “We try to finalize the ballots way 
ahead,” said the EC official, “to allow more time for 
absentee ballots sent off-island and than to return in 
order to meet the deadline of the required 7 days fi-
nal counting of votes after the election day.” 

(Continued from page 6) …..The Senate and HOD 
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Roureur Belau Join the Island 

The picture above was sent by Jo Ellen Kolodziejczyk in July 2008 to Roureur Belau. 
It was taken in 1983 at Delta Park in Portland Oregon after a game of softball. 

(Standing L-R) Thomas Sakuma, Warren Umetaro, Bernice Master, Chrispo O. Thomas, 
Arvin Ngemaes, and Ben Ngirkelau.  (Front L-R) Jacob Orak, Silverio Rengulbai, 

Eli Jonathan, Clement Paulinus, and Omispis Franz. 

for Thursday night.  The first state forum was initi-
ated by the “Kambus” of Ngaraard over 10 years ago 
to demand an accounting of platforms from candi-
dates running for public office. 

Delegate Joel Toribiong who also holds the vil-
lage chief title “RECHEBONG RA IDUNG of Ngebuked 
Village held a brief evening luncheon for softball players 
on Sunday afternoon, August 17th at Ulimang in Nga-
raard.  More than 30 softball players arrived at Kuatleu to 
greet the candidate to the Senate including villagers from 
Ulimang. 

While the previous day on Saturday softball 
games at Ulimang initiated by Ngaraard Delegate Candi-
date Gibson Kanai saw many “kohosias” stopping by 
with donations in support of Kanai’s campaign rally. 

Ongiall group, in continuation of their softball 
tournament each Sundays at Ngerchelong, also enticed 
“kohosias” who stopped by to speak with the people to 
inform them of their candidacies.  Don Bukurrou, one of 
the candidates to Ngerchelong Delegate seat at the House 
of Delegates, is one of the initiators of the softball games 
in the state. 

With less than four months to the November 4th 
General Election, campaigning will only intensify consid-
ering there are 44 candidates to the 13 Senate positions 
and 48 candidates to the House of Delegates’ 16 seats. 

(Continued from page 1) …. Campaign Trail 

Ngerwikl and Ngeraus Villagers “kinrohosi” at their cemetery last July 
and scheduled every three months for clean-up at the site! 


