
 The Palau Election 
Commission on Monday, 
September 8th, during the 
number pickings for the bal-
lot revealed that all 43 Sen-
ate Candidates are cleared to 
run with ineligibility of one 
candidate while the four 
alumnus of the House of 
Delegates were struck out of 

the game list. 
 Candidates to the Sen-
ate and the HOD flocked to 
Meuns on Monday afternoon 
to pick out of the litter of 
many strip of papers that 
assigned each their numbers 
to be printed on the ballot.  
“After the September 23rd 

OEK… (Continued on page 5) 

Another slide on the side of the Compact Road across the turn to 
Ngchesar as a result of the heavy rain during the weekend. 

 Beginning this issue Roureur Belau will highlight brief 
backgrounds of each candidate to the Senate and the House of 
Delegates up to the election day on November 4th. 
 This is history in the making of which 44 names were 
registered to run for the Senate’s 13 seats while 48 jumped onto 
the House of Delegates’ race of 16 seats with Ngchesar having 
the most candidates to Peleliu’s only candidate.  RBN will start 
at the Senate with the following candidates: 
 
Jeff Ngirarsaol – A former US Army Soldier and currently the 
Grant Coordinator stationed at the President’s Office.  Mr. Ngi-

YOUR CANDIDATES… (Continued on page 3) 

 (Tia Belau – September 8th) - The Palauan Community 
Association in Guam (PCAG) hosted a debate for the President 
and Vice-President at the Guam Hilton Hotel’s Micronesian 
Room last Saturday evening, September 6th, from 6:00 pm to 12 
midnight. 
 Only three candidates, Johnson Toribiong (Kerai 
Mariur), Surangel Whipps (Billy Kuartei), and Cansek Chin 
(Alan Seid) participated while Senator Joshua Koshiba (Jackson 
Ngiraingas) did not take part. 
 The invitation to the candidates stated that Palauans liv-
ing in Guam are interested to hear from the candidates for Presi-
dent and Vice-President on issues facing island nation.  There 
are over 2,000 Palauans residing in Guam with over 1,000 vot-
ing in elections of Palau when the ballot boxes are brought there 
which will be the case in the general election but not the pri-
mary election. 

DEBATE IN GUAM… (Continued on page 3) 

Candidates in front of the Palau Election Commission to pick numbers. 
Vera Hosei picked her father’s (Huan) number #2 number while 
Jeff and Sebastian stands outside after picking their numbers. 
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 With the previous Chief BECHES 
Illuches Reksid laid to rest during his fu-
neral last March 2008 in Ulimang Village 
of Ngaraard State, women leaders of the 
Clan gathered together two months later 
and selected one amongst the male mem-
bers to take upon the functions and duties 
of Chief BECHES. 
 In the company of the male mem-
bers of the clan, Augustino Blailes was 
chosen due to his strong ties through his 
mother and grandmother as well as his 
residence in the village that tilted the deci-
sion in his favor. 
 Clan Otong (Kebliil ra Otong) is 
comprised of four different family lineages 
and is the top clan in Ulimang (Ulimaol) 
Village followed by “Kebliil ra Ngeang” 
with IMRUR Kanai Edesomel and “Kebliil 
ra Ngarchau” with NGIRCHAU Besure 
Kanai and “Kebliil ra Ngerchetaoch” with 
CHERABELUU Ongos Rechuld (acting 
representative is Andrew Shiro) and 
“Kebliil ra Irung” with NGIRAIRUNG 
Isaac Soaladaob.  The remaining chiefs 
making the total number of ten chiefs of 
Ulimang sits in the “Bai” through each of 
the five clans. 
 History of “Kebliil ra Otong” began 
after NGIRAIRUNG Osmad is said to 
have been requested by IBEDUL of Koror 
about two centuries ago to get rid of two 
brothers from Aimeliik named Rechelsuld 
and Madedengiil.  The brothers were said 
to have intimidated and terrorized the peo-
ple of Koror by forcing themselves on the 
women and taking fish catches whenever 
Koror fishermen were spotted fishing in 
the surrounding waters between Aimeliik 
and Koror.  Such unsuitable behaviors be-
came intolerable thus IBEDUL sent for 
help. 
 After the death of the brothers, 
NGIRAIRUNG Osmad returned with his 
warriors to Ulimang.  At the time, Ulimang 
(Ulimaol) village belonged to NGI-
RAIRUNG who was the only leader and at 
such he elevated the first BECHES by the 
name of Tumchub to run the affairs of the 
village for him.  It was and still is custom-
ary whenever food is divided amongst the 
chiefs the biggest or the head goes to BE-
CHES and out the back door to be pre-
sented to NGIRAIRUNG.  Both chiefs 
than arranged the village inviting and posi-
tioning leaders from the outer province 
together for protection as well as the im-
provement of daily lives of the villagers. 

BECHES SELECTED… (Continued on page 8) 

 Traditional chiefs of Ulimang Vil-
lage “klobak ra beluu ra Ulimang” finally 
consented to Clan Otong’s appointment of 
a new high chief which was left vacant by 
the late Illuches Reksid about six months 
before during a special council gathering 
called by Chief NGIRAIRUNG to discuss 
Augustino Blailes’ ascend as High Chief 
BECHES last Saturday, September 6th. 
 Led by Chief NGIRAIRUNG Isaac 
Soaladaob, who imposed his authority and 
took the title BECHES to keep the peace 
during Reksid’s funeral last March due to 
an unruly dispute between members of 
Otong Clan, the chiefs present at the gath-
ering finally approved and granted their 
blessings at the end. 
 Accordingly, NGIRCHAU Besure 
Kanai eloquently stated to the council of 
NGIRAIRUNG’s wishes for peace and 
harmony within the people of village and 
in respect to Otong Clan is returning the 
leadership back after taking over the posi-
tion six months ago which he could have 
carried on as leader of the Ulimang as is 
his right to do so.  “By the authority as 
carved eons ago by my ancestors for which 
I took the title BECHES to keep the 
peace,” said NGIRAIRUNG, “I return the 
title back to Otong Clan with Augustino 
Blailes as the appointed individual by 
members of the clan.” 
 Clan Otong’s female titleholder 
EBIL RA OTONG Siual Kadiasang ar-
rived at the village on Saturday ready to 
meet the chiefs face-to-face to question 
them why it was taking too long to approve 
the clan’s high chief if and when such de-
cision of approval did not take place.  
Irung Clan’s female titleholder EBIL RA 
IRUNG Ilebrang Soaladaob was in support 
of Otong Clan’s wishes as well as EBIL 
RA OTONG Kadiasang. 
 It was decided that Chief BECHES 
Augustino Blailes will be called upon to 
take his seat during the chiefs’ next council 
gathering on September 28th and that a 
“blengur” for the installment of the new 
chief is to take place at the same time. 
 “Chief BECHES and Chief NGI-
RAIRUNG must work hand in hand for the 
development and improvement of Ulimang 
Village,” said EBIL RA IRUNG.  “I re-
member both your fathers Blailes and 
Soaladaob years ago who supported each 

BECHES INSTALLED… (Continued on page 8) 

EBIL RA IRUNG returning the title BECHES to 
EBIL RA OTONG on Sept. 6th. 

Members of Otong Clan informing 
NGIRAIRUNG on June 22nd of their selection 

of the new BECHES Augustino Blailes (above). 
 

(Below) First meeting of Otong Clan members on 
June 1st at Ulimang’s Kuatleu between the 

three groups with the other family boycotting 
to discuss who the next BECHES will be following 

NGIRAIRUNG’s command at Reksid’s funeral 
when he took the title to keep the peace. 



Roureur Belau Join the Island 

rarsaol is best described as a person with determination and 
strength of mind who takes the lead in times of need. 
 
Martin Renguul – Survival of the fittest best describes Mr. Ren-
guul.  Like everyone he strives to make ends meet at every cor-
ner but puts more effort onto each trial. 
 
Mlib Tmetuchl – Senator of the 7th Olbiil Era Kelulau serving 
his second term in office.  A businessman by trade, Mr. Tme-
tuchl manages many of his late father’s business empire. 
 
Joel Toribiong – Delegate representing Koror State in his sec-
ond term in office at the House of Delegates.  Mr. Toribiong 
has an extensive background but is well known for his articu-
late stance on issues he believes is for the good of the people of 
Koror State coupled with the strength and courage to pursue 
those beliefs. 
 
Gillian Johannes – A retired government employee, Mr. Johan-
nes can be described as an enthusiast of Nature and is a volun-
teer for the Palau Conservation Society. 
 
John Skebong – A former governor of Ngaremlengui State and 
member of the 2nd Palau Constitutional Convention, he is 
probably the only governor, aside from his friend across to the 
east from his state in Melekeok, to have served the most terms 
as governor. 
 
Tadashi Sakuma – Began his government service at the Lands 
& Survey and previously served 12 years as Governor of Nga-
raard State.  Although retirement is at hand, Mr. Sakuma re-
mains active on customs and helping relatives and friends in 
need. 
 
Masa-Aki Emesiochel – A member of the 1st Palau Constitu-
tional Convention representing Ngatpang State, Mr. Emesio-
chel retired after a long service at the Education System of the 
Republic of Palau. 
 
Ernest Ongidobel – Employee of the government’s media sec-
tor, Mr. Ongidobel also has extensive experience through his 
membership at various Boards & Commissions. 
 
Alfonso Diaz – An Army retiree and current Senator serving 
his first term in office, Mr. Diaz owns the WWFM Radio 
Broadcasting Station and the newly opened MBTV (Meral Be-
lau Television). 

(Continued from page 1) … YOUR CANDIDATES 

 
Joan Demei – Former Manager of Bank of Hawaii (Palau 
Branch) and Presidential Assistant to Remengesau, Jr’s. 
 
Steven Kanai – Former Senator of the Sixth Olbiil Era Kelulau 
and Director of Bureau of Foreign Affairs.  He is currently a 
businessman in the making of charcoals “sumi” and firepits. 
 
Dilmei Olkeriil – Ms. Olkeriil is one of the first Palauan women 
to hold a position as a minister during President Etpison’s Ad-
ministration.  Before that she was an educator for many years. 

 A total of forty (40) 
questions were asked of the 
candidates with each team 
answering ten (10) questions.  
Questions are based on the 
following issues: Compact of 
Free Association (political 
status); Environment; Econ-
omy/Jobs; Culture & Educa-
tion; Health Care and Guam. 
 The moderator of the 
debate was Guam’s Dr. John 
Salas, former senator and 
president of the University of 

(Continued from page 1) 
… DEBATE IN GUAM 

Guam who is a regular visi-
tor and participants in re-
gional organizations and 
activities. 
 Debate rules were 
provided to the candidates by 
PCAG.  The organizers and 
coordinators were Vic April, 
Davis Tewid, Rae Skey, and 
Elfrida Koshiba.  PCAG re-
quested each team of candi-
dates to help defray the cost 
of the forum by contributing 
to cover the cost of food to 
be served during the event. 

KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES WILL 
CONTINUE NEXT ISSUE OF ROUREUR BELAU 
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH MOBILIZES 
TO TACKLE DENGUE OUTBREAK 

 
 (Office of the President – September 3, 2008) – Ministry 
of Health during the weekly press conference expressed their 
concern in the increase of dengue fever in Palau and requested 
that it be placed on top of the list as the main concern of the 
national government. 
 Dr. Stevenson Kuartei said that under 10 cases a month 
is considered normal, but with about 45 cases in August, pre-
ventive measures have been initiated by the Ministry of Health 
to avert a major epidemic. 
 According to statistics provided by the Ministry of 
Health, Koror State with the largest population has 85% of the 
reported cases, while Airai State has 9%, with Ngaraard and 
Ngiwal each with 2% and 4%.  Most affected are children be-
tween the ages of 10 to 19 with the largest number coming by 
way of Meyuns and Ngerkebesang of Koror State. 
 “This is a troubling situation,” said President Remenge-
sau, Jr., “the children are what worry me most, especially at this 
beginning of school year, and therefore we need everyone’s 
cooperation to continue to clean-up their surroundings, particu-
larly the areas which breed mosquitoes that spread the disease.” 
 The National Avian Flu Task Force, a multi-agency 
group, was activated to begin an extensive public education and 
nation-wide clean-up efforts to rid mosquito breeding areas in 
all states of Palau. 
 The task force will require additional funding to pur-
chase needed supplies to rid the islands of the disease, prompt-
ing the President’s call for an emergency meeting after the 
press conference.  “Palau is in control of the situation and pre-
ventive measures are in place,” said President Remengesau, Jr., 
“to eradicate the disease before it gets out of control.”  The 
leaders were ready to take any action in support of the Ministry 
of Health’s efforts.  Both the Senate and the House of Delegates 
with the President’s office and the Chief Justice agreed to pro-
vide $5,000 each from their own treasure chests for the efforts. 
 Palau is still safe for visitors and guests, but it is always 
vital to take preventive measures and concrete actions to keep 
healthy Palau and people. 
 

CANCER PROCLAMATION 
DAY SIGNED 

 
 Members of the Cancer Coalition of Palau witnessed the 
signing of the Cancer Proclamation Day in September 2008 by 
President Remengesau, Jr. during the press conference. 
 Ms. Josepha Tiobech and Ms. Yorang Demei accompa-
nied by members of the Cancer Coalition cheered as the signing 
took place.  “Cancer is number one cause of death in Palau,” 
said President Remengesau, Jr., “and an effort to have a regular 
check-up at the hospital for early detection can save your life.” 
 During President Remengesau, Jr.'s recent trip to Hawaii 
as keynote speaker for the US Coral Reef Task Force, he met 
with Palauan patients and many were afflicted with the cancer 
disease.  “From 2002 to 2007,” stated President Remengesau, 
Jr., “cancer therapy expenses for Palau patients alone at Tripler 
Medical Center totaled about $7 million.” 
 The budget appropriated by the US Congress to its mili-
tary, including funding for cancer patients covering the Mi-

cronesian region and the Pacific area, at Tripler Medical Center 
in Hawaii, was cancelled about two years ago, according to the 
Ministry of Health.  President Remengesau, Jr. met with Admi-
rals Keating and Willard, the two top military figures in charge 
of protecting the Pacific region, on matters related to cancer 
funding at Tripler Medical Center for the Pacific islanders with 
positive results. 
 “Both Admirals assured me that the funding to assist 
cancer patients not only in the Pacific area but the Micronesian 
region will be re-instated again,” said President Remengesau, 
Jr., beaming with gratitude.  “Our people will again be eligible 
for cancer care at the Center.” 
 

MICRONESIAN CHALLENGE 
CONSERVES REEFS 

 
 In latest events, President Remengesau, Jr. returned from 
Hawaii, saying the US Coral Reef Task Force meeting was a 
success. 

According to Hawaii Public Radio, fourteen scientists 
in Hawaii last month told members of the US Coral Reef Task 
Force that the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere must 
be reduced to save the planet's coral reefs.  The leading climate 
and marine scientists and coral reef managers from the U.S. and 
Australia presented their Honolulu "Declaration on Ocean 
Acidification and Reef Management" to the United Nations and 
to other national, regional and international forums. They hope 
to obtain commitments to fight what marine scientists call "the 
greatest climate change threat facing coral reefs globally." 

“One Pacific Island leader has already taken action,” 
stated the Hawaii Public Radio. “Three years ago Palauan Presi-
dent Tommy Remengesau, Jr. committed his Micronesian coun-
try to a landmark conservation project.  Palau is working to 
preserve 30% of its coral reefs and 20% of island land by 2020. 
President Remengesau, Jr. challenged his neighbors to do the 
same.  The Micronesian Challenge was born, with commit-
ments from neighboring Pacific islands.” 

Accordingly, the 50 member states of the Coral Reef 
Task Force work to strengthen policies related to conservation 
of the coral reefs of the world.  Palau in the lead has caught 
attention from the International Conservation which has 
pledged $2 million.  Palau in the year 2008 alone has desig-
nated about 30% of her natural world as conservation areas 
through the Protection Areas Network (PAN) project, more than 

MICRONESIAN CHALLENGE…. (Continued on page 7) 

Members of Cancer Coalition witnessing President Remengesau, Jr. 
signing Presidential Proclamation No. 08-07 on September 3rd. 



Martin Renguul 
#16 
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Jeff Ngirarsaol 
#13 

Mlib Tmetuchel 
#7 

Joel Toribiong 
#25 

Gillian Johannes 
#43 

John Skebong 
#27 

Tadashi Sakuma 
#15 

Masa-aki Emesioche 
#9 

Ernest Ongidobel 
#36 

Alfonso Diaz 
#32 

Joan Demei 
#10 

Steven Kanai 
#42 

Dilmei Olkeriil 
#41 

Caleb Otto 
#37 

Masayuki Adelbai 
#4 

Tadao Ngotel 
#23 

Mario Katosang 
#28 

Gale Ngirmidol 
#8 

Kathy Kesolei 
#39 

J. Risong Tarkong 
#35 

Fritz Koshiba 
#31 

Regis Akitaya 
#34 

Elbuchel Sadang 
#24 

Raynold Oilouch 
#1 

Regina Mesebeluu 
#3 

Otoichi Besebes 
#26 

Nick Ngwal 
#18 

Brien Nicholas 
“disqualified” 

Jennifer S. Yano 
#40 

Adalbert Eledui 
#11 

Dwight Alexander 
#33 

Elia Tulop 
#17 

Yukiwo Dengokl 
#29 

Lorenza Olkeriil 
#38 

Mark Rudimch 
#2 

Hokkons Baules 
#30 

Roman Yano 
#22 

Tommy Remengesau, Jr 
#19 

James Orak 
#21 

Temmy Shmull 
#12 

Paul Ueki 
#14 

Adair Sumang 
#20 

Santy Asanuma 
#5 

Haruo Willter 
#6 

Primary for the President and 
Vice-President,” said PEC 
official, “ballots will be 
printed 15 days after certifi-
cations of the two winners 
for the General Election with 
everyone’s names and num-
bers.” 
 Mr. Brien Sers Nicho-
las was the sole candidate to 
the Senate who was in-
formed through PEC Chair-
man Santos Borja’s letter 
dated September 5th (PEC-
L08-51) that stated 
“accordingly the Commis-
sion respectfully submits that 
you are ineligible as a candi-

(Continued from page 1) … OEK date to the Senate of the 
Eight OEK, and based 
thereon declines to certify 
your petition as such.” 
 While on the lower 
house, all four Delegates who 
have served three terms or 
more in the OEK have filed 
suit against PEC in the Court 
of Law last Friday, Septem-
ber 4th.  The Civil Action No. 
08-255 was filed against PEC 
Chairman Santos Borja and 
members Gregorio Dech-
erong, Benjamin Yobech, and 
Sally Soalablai and the Elec-
tion Board through the law 
office of Dengokl, Dimitruk 
and Nakamura. 

 The amended section 
of the Constitution the four 
seek to invalidate so they 
may run again to the OEK 
was passed during the Gen-
eral Election in 2004 as a 
popular initiative and reads 
as follows… “No person 
shall serve as a member of 
the Olbiil Era Kelulau for 
more than three terms; pro-
vided however that any per-
son elected as a member of 
the Olbiil Era Kelulau in the 
regular general election in 
which this amendment is 

adopted shall be entitled to 
serve the four year term for 
which he or she was elected 
regardless of the number of 
previous terms served.” 
 The four claimed that 
the amendment is vague and 
is not clear whether it should 
begin counting terms in 2008 
or that earlier term in office 
are considered retroactively. 
 Speaker Antonio 
Bells is serving his third term 
while Floor Leader Sabino 
Anastactio is serving two 

 OEK… (Continued on page 6) 
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Jeffrey Titiml 
KAYANGEL 

Noah Kemesong 
KAYANGEL 

Faustina R. Marugg 
NGERCHELONG 

Dimai Saiske 
NGERCHELONG 

Don Bukurrou 
NGERCHELONG 

Marhence Madrangchar 
NGERCHELONG 

Antonio Bells 
NGARAARD 

Gibson Kanai 
NGARAARD 

Salvador Remoket 
NGARAARD 

Francis Llecholch 
NGIWAL 

Krispin Termeteet 
NGIWAL 

Noah Idechelong 
NGIWAL 

Pablo Temol 
NGIWAL 

Danny Ongelungel 
MELEKEOK 

F. Kazuo Asanuma 
MELEKEOK 

Lancer Basilius 
MELEKEOK 

Teodoro Rengulbai 
MELEKEOK 

Bonifacio Basilius 
NGCHESAR 

Marcello Ngirkelau 
NGCHESAR 

Moses Uludong 
NGCHESAR 

Sabino Anastacio 
NGCHESAR 

Secillil Eldebechel 
NGCHESAR 

Sirino Hideo 
NGCHESAR 

Zacheus Kotaro 
NGCHESAR 

Noah Secharraimul 
AIRAI 

Tmewang Rengulbai 
AIRAI 

Kalistus Ngirturong 
AIMELIIK 

Warren Umetaro 
AIMELIIK 

Jerry Nabeyama 
NGATPANG 

Valentino Emesiochel 
NGATPANG 

Alonzo Kyota 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Portia Franz 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Swenny Ongidobel 
NGAREMLENGUI 

Balkuu Kumangai 
NGARDMAU 

Lucio Ngiraiwet 
NGARDMAU 

Rebluud Kesolei 
NGARDMAU 

Alexander Merep 
KOROR 

Hilario Ngiraidong 
KOROR 

Salvador Tellames 
KOROR 

Jonathan Isechal 
PELELIU 

Horace Rafael 
ANGAUR 

Mario Gulibert 
ANGAUR 

Natus Misch 
ANGAUR 

Edwin Mario 
SONSOROL 

Marcellino Xavier 
SONSOROL 

Huan Hosei 
HATOHOBEI 

Sebastian Marino 
HATOHOBEI 

Wayne Andrew 
HATOHOBEI 

terms representing Ngchesar State at the House of Delegates and one 
term as Senator with both Delgate Mario Gulibert serving his fifth 
term and Delegate Lucio Ngiraiwet his fourth term in the House. 
 On another note, aspiring candidate and the President’s Deputy 
Chief of Staff Pablo Temol who filed to run for Ngiwal Delegate with-
drew his candidacy, according to the Election Commission, therefore 
that leaves two (Francis Llecholch and Krispin Termeteet) to challenge 
incumbent Delegate Noah Idechong on November 4th. 

(Continued from page 5) … OEK 
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NGEDEBUUL 
(Kayangel):  
 

RTELUUL 
(Ngarchelong):  After the caucuses of the newly elected members 
to the Legislature failed to come to an understanding, however it 
was rumored that a draft resolution with Abraham Osima as 
Speaker and Lorenzo Ngiramolau as Vice Speaker with Caleb 
Tekriu holding the Floor Leadership was in the making.  Unlike the 
other states, legislators are elected every two years while the 
Governor has a four year term in office. 
 

KERRADEL 
(Ngaraard):  Kennedy Hideos claimed that a huge lighting struck 
close to home in Ulimang burning instantly the surrounding trees 
(rebotel & batches) including coconut trees leaving after its wake 
smoldering debris at the beach front.  The incident occurred about 
a week after the 3.2 slight quake that shook the island for about 3-
7 seconds. 
 

KIULUUL 
(Ngiwal): Chief NGIRAIBAI Greg Decherong is the new Speaker 
of the 8th Legislature with Baisach Ngirameong as Vice Speaker 
and Russel Masayos as Floor Leader.  The Kelulul a Kiuluul mem-
bers serve two years while the Governor has a four year term. 
 

NGETELNGAL 
(Melekeok):   
 

OLDIAIS 
(Ngchesar):  Michael (Mihael) Ramarui, one of the best builder of 
traditional structures, died on Monday night, September 8th after a 
long illness. 
 

BELIAS 
(Airai):  Lebal Renguul, younger brother of the late and former 
Delegate Hideo Tell, passed away on Friday, September 5th.  
Renguul owns the structures under the bridge on the big island. 
 

NGERBUNS 
(Aimeliik):   
 

NGERDUBECH 
(Ngatpang):   
 

IMEUNGS 
(Ngaremlengui):  According to Abby Rdialul, former Campaign 
Manager of Governor Wilson Ongos, the state is seeking potential 
groups or any individual to lease and rent the state building lo-
cated on the hills of the state. 
 

ONGEDECHUUL 
(Ngardmau):  
 

ERNGUUL 
(Koror):   
 

ODESANGEL 
(Peleliu):   
 

EDEAUR 
(Angaur):  Presidential Proclamation No. 08-08 signed by Presi-
dent Remengesau, Jr. on September 3rd… “hereby direct that all 
national flags regularly flown within Palau and at the embassies 
and consulates of Palau in other countries be lowered to half-mast 
and shall remain displayed at half-mast for five days, commencing 
on September 9, 2008 in honor of Chief UCHERBELAU Balerio 
Pedro’s passing on August 26th.  UCHERBELAU’s funeral is set to 
take place on September 13th. 
 

SANAITERAE 
(Sonsorol):  Flavian Carlos is rumored to run as a write-in candi-
date for the House of Delegates against his nephew Edwin and 
rival Marcello.  If the four disqualified delegates loses their case 
with Carlos winning as a write-in it stands to reason that he will 
eventually be disqualified and the top voters of the two will be the 
next Delegate of the state. 
 

HATOH-BEI 
(Hatohobei):  When asked about her sister’s (Drusilla Patris) acci-
dent as reported in the last issue, Delegate Patris said her sister is 
off-island and police officers were mistaken. 

the 20% required for land. 
“The Micronesian Challenge has generated so much 

international support, and now we see the Caribbean Chal-
lenge also being pushed forward, and Indonesia has set 
aside a large chunk of their reefs with Kiribati’s Phoenix 
Island as the world’s largest reserve,” quoted HPR of Presi-
dent Remengesau, Jr. during a telephone interview. 

President Remengesau, Jr. will receive The Nature 
Conservancy’s donation of $1 million, the first payment of 
the organization’s pledge of $3 million, to sustain funding 
of the Micronesian Challenge, in recognition of the extraor-
dinary progress Palau has made in establishing the Microne-
sian Challenge, the world’s first protected area networks.  
The Nature Conservancy will present the first $1 million 
donation in a ceremony on September 10th at the Palau 
Royal Resort. 

(Continued from page 4) …MICRONESIAN CHALLENGE 

New members of the newly elected legislature of 
Ngerchelong State trying to organize at Joe’s Restaurant Friday 
Night before the swear-in on the second week of October 2008. 

Delegate Joel Toribiong was nice enough to pay for the bill. 
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An 8.25 lbs. lobster 
“Railklius” was caught by 
Mr. Jersey Iyar and friend 

Rubasch on Dec. 19th 
at Aimeliik area. 
The lobster was 

approximately 4 feet long 
from tail to the tip 
of its antennae. 

The last lobster “Melech” 
highlighted was caught on 
May16th and weights 8 lbs 

at 2.5 feet long sold to 
Palau Federation. 

 For generations after 
generations “Kebliil ra 
Otong” has held the title 
BECHES until the fateful 
day during the funeral of the 
late Illuches Reksid when a 
dispute erupted between one 
family against the three.  To 
prevent further quarrels, 
NGIRAIRUNG Isaac 
Soaladaob seized the title as 
symbolized by a palm leaf 
saying, “I will take back the 
title of BECHES given to 
you by my ancestor until 
members of Otong Clan or-
ganize themselves accord-
ingly and come speak to 
me.” 
 EBIL RA OTONG 
Siual Kadiasang along with 
women leaders of Otong 
Clan held a gathering on 
June 22, 2008 and requested 
to meet with NGIRAIRUNG 
Isaac Soaladaob thus pre-
senting Blailes as the clan’s 
Chief BECHES. 
 In related news from 
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other on all issues for the betterment of the village,” said EBIL 
RA OTONG to the two young chiefs, “and I trust that both of 
you will make Ulimang strong once again.” 
 The palm leave “dui” signifying the title was passed on 
by EBIL RA IRUNG to the hands of EBIL RA OTONG on 
Saturday afternoon as an indication that Clan Otong is once 
again in possession of BECHES title. 
 The village of Ulimang consisted of ten chiefs, namely 
BECHES Augustino Blailes, IMRUR Kanai Edesomel, NGIR-
CHAU Besure Kanai, CHERABELUU Ongos Rechuld 
(represented by Andrew Shiro), NGIRAIRUNG Isaac 
Soaladaob, NGIRUDIL Moi Recheungel (represented by 
Harence Recheungel), NGIRAITPANG Naito Soaladaob, RE-
CHELBANG Evangelisto Ongalibang, REMEDECHEDUCH 
(vacant as a result of BECHES’s vacancy), and IYECHANG 
RA CHERMALL Isaac Bai.  Three of the chiefs were not pre-
sent during the special meeting. 
 Legend has it that leadership organization originated 
from Angaur to the south and spread out over Babeldaob.  
However Ulimang’s traditional organization was organized by 
Chief NGIRAIRUNG Osmad with the support of the first Chief 
BECHES Tumchub about two hundred ago. 
 Unlike the other villages throughout Palau, Ulimang’s 
process of leadership is unique as all issues decided by all 
chiefs are placed in front of NGIRAIRUNG for the final say 
since Ulimang was formerly owned by Chief NGIRAIRUNG. 

Under Article IV §9 and §11 of Ngaraard Constitution, 
BECHES Augustino Blailes as a member of the Assembly of 
Ngaraard Legislature (House of Chiefs and Assembly) repre-
senting Ulimang County must relinquish his elected position if 
he is to occupy the vacant seat of Chief BECHES as a member 
of the House of Chiefs. 
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Ngaraard, disputes amongst 
the families of which Chief 
NGIRAROIS, the third tradi-
tional chief of Elab Village, 
at a funeral erupted with a 
family member running off 
with the palm leave signify-
ing the title in her hand with 
other members tagging 
along.  Over $40,000 was 
contributed during the fu-
neral of late NGIRAIROIS 
Idip Ngiratiou, however in an 
unprecedented move that has 
never been done before of 
which is against any and all 
traditional believes, the tradi-
tional chiefs of Elab Village 
demanded that to bury a fam-
ily member at a Clan Burial 
Site the family would be 
penalized $10,000 and a Pa-
lauan money bead.  There 
was no Palauan money there-
fore the family of the late 
chief paid $11,000 before the 
body was taken to the Clan’s 
burial site. 
 Palau tradition is mat-
rilineal and therefore one 
must returned to one’s 
“kotel” and be buried at 
one’s Clan Burial Site on 
your mother’s side of the 
family to illustrate one’s 
strong ties.  “Sel de mad e ke 
de lemuut el mora koted el 
mo medakl ra odesongel el 
okiu a delad,” as one rubak 
stated shaking his head at the 
bold action taken by the 
chiefs of Elab village.  “It is 
a sad attempt by leaders of a 
village to make money from 
a family tragedy.” 
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