
 As of Monday afternoon, August 25th, the Of-
fice of Palau Election Commission was silent on the 
screening status of all candidates to the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau. 
 However, Roureur Belau learned that individu-
als have submitted objections to the candidacies of 
several candidates to the Senate and the House of 
Delegates.  The law requires 14 days after an indi-
vidual files to run for public office for citizens to 
submit objections related to any one of them running 
for a public seat.  Since the deadline for filing last 
August 6th, there have been several objections sub-
mitted to the EC office. 

 “We were advised by our legal counsel not to 
reveal any information about the status of any candi-
dates” said Ms. Maria Decherong, Acting Election 
Services Administration, “therefore we have no com-
ment at this time.”  A telephone call to Assistant At-
torney General Nelson Werner confirmed the same. 
 Although the Palau Constitution (Article IV – 
Section 2 & 12) allows the press and/or Palau citi-
zens free access to information from the government, 
private attorneys who were questioned as to the ac-
tion taken by the AG’s office said that it was proba-
bly for the safety of the individuals who objected to 

EC TIGHT-LIPPED….. (Continued on page 6) 

 Close to 15 villagers of Ngerwikl Hamlet of 
Ngchesar State together managed to do a little clean-
up of the clogged streams last Saturday on August 
23rd. 
 The men and their wives including children 
and a few neighboring villagers toiled and slogged 

NGERWIKL CLEAN-UP….. (Continued on page 6) 

 A car accident in the early morning hours of 
August 23rd involving four young men resulted in the 
lose of a life with another in critical condition and 
two others sustaining minor injuries when taken to 
the hospital around 4:00 am. 
 According to a witness who assisted in extract-
ing them out of the vehicle at the scene in renrak 
area, he said the car was speeding from the direction 
of Koror before going over the bridge toward Airai 
when they lost control.  “The car smashed onto the 

BRIDGE ACCIDENT….. (Continued on page 6) 
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 (Tia Belau – Vol, 17 – Issue 34) Two prisoners 
who excaped during the lock-up of prisoners Friday, 
August 22nd, evening were apprehended outside of 
the Emergency Room of the Belau National Hospital 
in Meuns three hours after they jumped over the 
prison fence to freedom. 
 Kennon Demei who is in prison for the assault 
of Japanese tourists in Ngerbeched months ago and 
Teriong Meterwai who was imprisoned for grand 
larceny, slipped through the entrance to the chapel at 
the Koror jail and went over the fence outside at 
above 6:15 pm, according to a prison guard.  It was 
during the time when prisoners were being screened 
and admitted into the lock-up rooms. 
 The two after they escaped apparently joined 
some friends and were walking through Medalaii 
about an hour later.  The police were notified and 
they gave chase to the area behind IA Building but 
the escapees evaded the police.  Then about 9:00 pm 
a hospital security guard called the police and report-
ing two suspicious characters around the Emergency 
Room and one of them had a machete.  The police 
than surrounded the hospital main building and ar-
rested them. 
 Kennon who had a machete tried at first to re-
sist handing over the weapon but finally gave in and 
was arrested. 
 The two will be confined to isolation rooms for 
72 hours after which they will face a hearing before 
the Chief of Corrections.  They will then be referred 
to the AG’s office for charges of escape, stated a 
prison guard. 

 (Office of the President • August 20, 2008) – 
President Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. during the 
press conference on Wednesday revealed that he has 
selected Mr. Mark Horlings to the position of Special 
Prosecutor left vacant by former SP Everette Walton 
in April of this year. 
 “Mr. Horlings is former Attorney General of 
Palau,” said President Remengesau, Jr., “and his ex-
cellent record is one of the reasons I chose him to fill 
the position.”  In his letter to Mr. Horlings on August 
20th informing him of the appointment, President Re-
mengesau, Jr. said that Mr. Horlings’ superior quali-
fications and prior experience in Palau distinguished 
him from other applicants and convinced the Presi-
dent that he is the right person for the job. 
 “I know you are aware of the challenges that 
you face in being the Special Prosecutor in Palau,” 
wrote the President, “but I have confidence that you 
will handle your job with the skill and professional-
ism which have guided your career and you can rest 
assured that you will have the support you need to 
carry out your duties.”  During the Press Conference 
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By Clifford Ebas 
 

 The people of Angaur were taken by surprised 
on the early morning of Tuesday, January 9th where 
about 9 Narcotics Officers from the Bureau of Public 
Safety landed on the island to conduct a marijuana 
raid. 
 The officers departed Koror at 4:30 am and 
arrived on the island at about 6:00 am.  The bust net-
ted the police about 500 marijuana plants with a total 
weight of about 250 pounds with an estimated street 
value of $3,000 ready for the market, according to 
information from Officer Rafael. 
 Two out of six farms contained mature plants 
from 14 feet to 16 feet tall.  Of the 500 plants, 31 
were about 6 inches to about 2 feet in height.   

According to Sergeant Bendix Lakobong who 
headed the operation, the police upon receiving a tip-
off from an unnamed source of the whereabouts of 
the marijuana farm, immediately made plans for the 
raid.  When police arrived, most the residents were 
still sleeping so they were able to carry on with their 
operation without any hindrance. 
 The police arrived on the marijuana farm and 
began harvesting the plants without resistance since 
there was nobody there to resist.  The harvested 

Marijuana plants from Angaur being destroyed 
by police officers at T-Dock 

plants where brought with them to Koror where they 
were incinerated by fire at the dump-site located at 
M-Dock.  No one was arrested according to the po-
lice and they are still investigating the matter looking 
for probable suspects. 
 The operation was led by Chief Dulei Subris 
and Sergeant Lakobong with officers Rick, Tima-
rong, Sato, Gabriel, Clayton, Ngirungai, Tatingal and 
Stark. 

 Four names have surfaced at the Senate through official 
Presidential Communications 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, and 6-5 naming 
potential key people to head the Ministries of Administration, 
Justice, informing the Senate of Health Minister and Commu-
nity & Cultural Affairs. 
 Presidential Communications 6-2 dated as of Monday, 
January 8th, named Treasury Director Elbuchel as the next Min-
ister of Administration.  The letter stated that “Mr. Sadang has 
proven himself to be an exceptionally competent Director of the 
Bureau of National Treasury during the last seven years.”  The 
letter emphasized that Mr. Sadang has also demonstrated great 
knowledge of the tax process during his period as the Acting 
Director of the Bureau of Revenue, Customs and Taxation. 
 Mr. Sadang’s previous employment was Vice President 
of Administration of the Palau Community College (PCC) from 
1993 to 1994 and from 1985 to 1993, he held the position of 
Title III Co-Director of Activity II of the than Micronesian Oc-
cupational College (MOC) strengthening the school’s adminis-
trative efficiency and management. 
 PC 6-3 to Senate President Seit Andres nominated Spe-
cial Prosecutor Michael Rosenthal to the position of Justice 
Minister.  SP Rosenthal took office on November 1998 to the 

present day after his previous position as a trial attorney of the 
US Department of Justice, Tax Division, Criminal Enforcement 
Section in Washington DC from November 1990 to November 
1998.  He currently is the President of the Palau Bar Associa-
tion. 
 “While serving as the Special Prosecutor,” the letter stated, 
“Mr. Rosenthal has distinguished himself as a no nonsense prose-
cutor who shows no favoritism, works diligently and has the high-
est integrity.” 
 In Vice President Sandra S. Pierantozzi’s case, she auto-
matically takes over one of the Ministries but appointed by the 
President and Presidential Communication 6-4 from President Re-
mengesau, Jr. states to that matter. 
 Presidential Communication 6-5 appoints former Senator of 
the Fifth Olbiil Era Kelulau Alex Merep as the next Minister of 
Community & Cultural Affairs.  Mr. Merep also held this position 
under former President Nakamura’s administration from 1997 to 
1999. 
 With eight Senators, pending the confirmation of Senator-
Elect Chin, the Senate requires 6 votes for approval of the appoint-
ments.  However, Vice President Pierantozzi does not require ap-
proval from the Senate but takes the position as appointed by the 
President. 



NGEDEBUUL 
(Kayangel):  
 

RTELUUL 
(Ngarchelong):   
 

KERRADEL 
(Ngaraard):  Joshua Koshiba and Jackson Ngiraingas spoke to a 
crowd of 30 villagers last Thursday evening, August 21st, at Bai ra 
Klebeang in Ngebuked village. 
 

KIULUUL 
(Ngiwal):   
 

NGETELNGAL 
(Melekeok):   
 

OLDIAIS 
(Ngchesar):  Ngeraus village is to host about 150 Japanese visi-
tors during Palau’s Independence Day in October, according to 
Chief RINGANG Bill Recheluul.  Representatives of the Japanese 
group are regularly discussing with RINGANG of the best method 
of bringing the huge gathering to the village. 
 

BELIAS 
(Airai):  A group of young men “a ulemengar a idungel” in Oikull 
on Saturday, August 23rd, with permission of Chief NGIRACHITEI 
Victor Yano to help with the funeral of DIRRAINGEAOL Mrs. Lte-
latk Fritz’s funeral scheduled for Saturday, August 30th. 
 

NGERBUNS 
(Aimeliik):  For the first time together on the campaign trail, Sen-
ate President Surangel Whipps and Presidential Chief of Staff 
Billy Kuartei spoke with villagers at the “bai” in Mengellang last 
Tuesday night, August 19th. 
 

NGERDUBECH 
(Ngatpang):   
 

IMEUNGS 
(Ngaremlengui):   
 

ONGEDECHUUL 
(Ngardmau):   
 

ERNGUUL 
(Koror):   
 

ODESANGEL 
(Peleliu):  Rumors are abound as to two potential challengers for 
the seat of Delegate of the state occupied by Delegate Jonathan 
Isechal and also a candidate.  The two names circulating around 
town are Immigration Officer Joe Giramur who also is a state leg-
islator and Educator Sinton Soalablai, a former member of the 
Second Constitutional Convention in 2005 representing the state. 
 

EDEAUR 
(Angaur):  Vice-President and Minister of Justice as well as the 
2008 Presidential Candidate Camsek Chin met with the people on 
the state in his bid for the top office of the country last Saturday 
afternoon, August 23rd.  The state’s High Chief UCHERBELAU 
Balerio Pedro passed away on Wednesday evening of August 26th 

at his niece’s residence.  The cause of death is not known but 
family members suspect a heart attack. 
 

SANAITERAE 
(Sonsorol):   
 

HATOH-BEI 
(Hatohobei):   
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to represent Ngchesar State in the House of Dele-
gates are among the best,” said NGIRAKEBOU, 
“and if there were five seats to be filled they 
would all be elected” 
 In his opening remarks, former Ngchesar 
Governor as well as former Chief of Staff during 
President Etpison’s Administration and one of the 
first Palauan journalists, Bonifacio Basilius com-
pared being a Delegate with playing in the ball 
field that all players must cooperate together to 
reach their goals. 
 Secilil Eldebechel, Director of Bureau of 
Public System of the National Government, men-
tioned programs on health, education, and econ-
omy which must be improved.  “We must have 
plans to utilize our meager resources,” said Elde-
bechel, “and as Delegate I will support good gov-
ernance and clear corruption from our govern-
ment as well.” 
 Sirino Hideo, a former Public Utilities Cor-
poration’s Business Manager and nephew of cur-
rent Ngchesar Governor Florencio Adelbai, is 
running for office as a candidate who will make 
good on his promises to the people unlike previ-
ous candidates who takes office and forget.  
“Promises were said and not done,” stated Hideo, 
“and this will change if I take office.” 
 Ngchesar Councilman and former police 
officer Zacheus Kotaro will seek funding to build 
a connecting road from the Compact Road to the 
villages.  “We must develop basic needs of the 
people such as water, electric power, sewer, and 
road to new residential sites,” remarked Kotaro, 
“to encourage our people back to the state.”  He 
went on to say that local produce must be mar-
keted not only within the state and Palau but 
measures must be sought to market local produce 
outside Palau as well. 
 A practicing attorney and a former governor 
of Ngchesar State as well as a special advisor to 
former Palau President Ngiratkel Etpison and 

(Continued from page 8) …..NGCHESAR CANDIDATES DEBATE 
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the candidacies of those running for public office.  
“Some of these candidates,” said one attorney, “are 
powerful and probably not beyond bringing about 
intimidation and/or pressure to those individuals.” 
 As of the posting of this paper, it has been 
learned that there are at least eight names to the OEK 
mentioned whose candidacies were objected by indi-
viduals while screening by the Election Commission 
of all candidates will be forthcoming before the 
scheduled number choosing. 

“By September 8th,” said Ms. Decherong, 
“candidates certified by the Election Commission 
will pick their numbers before printing the ballot.” 

(Continued from page 1) ….. EC TIGHT-LIPPED 

under the humid temperature surrounded by biting 
insects while hacking and slashing vines, branches, 
tree roots and an assortment of plants that have 
grown out of proportion blocking the flow of the wa-
ter. 
 The fourth chief of the village, Deacon Jonah 
Emesiochel with the elderly advice of Mrs. Yosie 
Ongalibang and Ms. Justina Ramarui led the group 
during the clean-up all day long. 
 The streams known to villagers as “rolel a 
ralm” empties excess water onto the sea to prevent 
over-flooding that destroys taro plants and mosquito 
breeding sites. 
 Ngerwikl Hamlet is one of six main villages of 
Ngchesar State situated to the northern part of the 
state bordering Melekeok State.  There are less than 
10 residential structures within the village and a huge 
modern “bai” constructed by DAEWOO Corporation 
in exchange for setting up their quarry site. 

(Continued from page 1) ….. NGERWIKL CLEAN-UP 

right rail just before the exit to the park under the bridge 
on Koror side,” said the witness, “and flipped over sev-
eral times to rest upside down on the upcoming lane.” 
 The incident is expected to be under investigation 
by the Bureau of Public Safety however, there is a pos-
sibility of alcohol involvement.  The vehicle is de-
scribed as a dark-grey four-door sedan.  Many accidents 
have occurred at renrak area, especially the lose of lives 
in their early stage. 
 The fatality is Dalton Naruo in his early 30’s from 
Ngchesar.  Villagers of Ngchesar who knew him said 
he’s married with young children.  Dalton’s parents are 
both deceased.  Dalton’s funeral is scheduled to be on 
Thursday, August 28th. 

(Continued from page 1) …..BRIDGE ACCIDENT 

the President said that Palau is fortunate to have Mr. 
Horlings accept the meager paying job considering 
he could have accepted a higher paying job else-
where. 
 At present, Mr. Horlings is an Environmental 
Attorney, according to his resume.  Since 2004, he 
was Chief of the Environmental Enforcement Civil 
Unit under the Office of the Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral engaged in civil litigation involved in pipeline 
ruptures, public records, and land use planning in-
cluding conduct of administrative hearings on permit 
denials and violations, negotiate land use, toxic 
wastes, and water quality permits. 
 As a former Chief of the Environmental 
Crimes Unit, he prosecuted manslaughter offenses, 
theft, appropriate of state properties, and violations 
of water quality including state lands and worker 
safety statutes. 
 In 1989 to 1992, Mr. Horlings was Palau’s At-
torney General and counsel to President Etpison’s 
Administration responsible for all government con-

(Continued from page 3) ….. SP APPOINTED 
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publisher of Tia Belau Newspaper, Moses Uludong was the last speaker.  “As State Delegate,” he said, “it will 
be my uppermost duty to meet with the people and state officials as well as traditional leaders to better serve 
Ngchesar.” 
 “Many of what I proposed for the state during my two failed attempt to run for Delegate of Ngchesar re-
mained unchanged eight years later,” expressed Uludong, “and our state deserve better and with me as your 
Delegate I will elevate Ngchesar back to the forefront of all the states of Palau.” 
 For the remaining two hours and half the floor was opened to questions from the public.  Comments and 
suggestions were also offered by many while stories from the past were recounted by long time village leaders 
as inspiration not only to the people present but also to the candidates as well. 
 Governor Florencio Adelbai who also organized the event with NGIRAKEBOU was a no show along 
with Delegate Sabino Anastacio and candidate Marcello Ngirkelau.  Refreshments were provided by the 
spouses of Uludong, Hideo and Eldebechel.  The forum ended about 3 hours later around 10:45 pm. 

(Continued from page 5) …..NGCHESAR CANDIDATES DEBATE 
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Osaka Hang boys and girls during a hamlet clean-up at 
San Jose area below the Catholic Church in Idid Hamlet 
on December 9, 2000 before Christmas Party on De-
cember 16th.  Idid Hamlet is one of the twelve hamlets of 
Koror State and divided into three sections with Mokko 
area to the south and Cemetery area to the north with 
Osaka Hang right smack in between. 

Mokko 

Cemetery 
Osaka 
Hang 

tracts, drafted legislations and executive orders, 
prosecuted attempted murders, embezzlement, and 
public corruption cases. 
 In accordance with 2PNC §502, the appointment of 
Mr. Horlings to the position of Special Prosecutor requires 
the approval of the Senate.  The President has informed Sen-
ate President Whipps of his appointment through his August 
20th communication, and if confirmed Mr. Horlings can as-
sume his post by November of this year. 
 In other related news, President Remengesau, Jr. also 
announced during the press conference that due to his accep-
tance as keynote speaker at the US Coral Reef Task Force meet-
ing in Hawaii next week, the press conference on Wednesday 
will be cancelled.  As keynote speaker, the President will share 
Palau’s views on environmental issues, particularly on environ-
mental preservation and the Micronesian Challenge. 

(Continued from page 6) ….. SP APPOINTED 

 Five out of seven candidates showed up to face 
the villagers of Ngchesar State last Thursday night 
(August 21st) at the Catholic Summer-House at the 
village center to present their reasons and plans to 
the House of Delegates. 
 Close to 70 people emerged out of the heavy 
rain huddled within the summer-house as prepara-
tions were underway to commence the forum.  
Chiefs NGIRAKEBOU Roman Bedor along with 
RECHESENGEL Anastacio Ngiraiuelnguul, REDE-
BECHEI Ananias Bultedaob and traditional leaders 
from other villages of Ngchesar were joined by the 
villagers to greet the candidates. 
 Master of Ceremony UMIICH Jeffrey Antol 
took the lead as each candidate was given at least 5 
minutes in their opening statements stating their 
plans as to how best one is to serve as Delegate rep-
resenting the state.  The candidates present were in-
troduced by NGIRAKEBOU.  “All these candidates 
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