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 A sewer pump in Ngerkebesang Hamlet of Koror 
State collapsed resulting in hundreds of gallons of 
sewage spilling onto the street on the morning of 
July 7, 2008 and out onto the sea close to the Palau 
Pacific Resort. 
 According to residences in the area, the sewages 
began spilling gallons of sewage water down the 
street toward the Resort around 9:00 in the morning.  
“And the smell of the raw sewage was unbearable,” 
one residence blurted out. 
 A radio notice was broadcasted in the afternoon 
of the same day warning villagers of the problem and 
informing the public not to swim in the surrounding 
waters until further notice. 
 Anghel Udui, a public work employee in charge 

RAW SEWAGE…………… (Continued on page 11) 
Raw sewage spews out of the sewer pump, shown in top, 

in Ngerkebesang and flows downward toward Palau Pacific Resort. 

 Three fishermen on 
Friday afternoon, July 
4, 2008 around 2:00 pm 
happened to come 
across a huge hawksbill 
turtle between Nger-
meaus and Ulong is-
lands to the south of 
Koror State. 
 Mesengei Eriich, 
Mutsuo Klewei, and 
Dwight Siksei were 
fishing when all three 
came across the turtle 
stranded on shallow wa-
ters during the low tide 
with the edge of the 

Mutsuo and Mesengei 

 Three fishermen on 
Friday afternoon, July 4, 
2008 around 2:00 pm 
happened to come 
across a huge hawksbill 
turtle between Nger-
meaus and Ulong is-
TURTLE…(Continued on page 11) 

 Lease applicants, all 350 of them, are to be 
awarded their lots come August 1st, on the hills of 
Ngiwal State, says an official of the state working 
with Governor Masasinge Arrurang. 

NGIWAL LEASES………… (Continued on page 11) 

LEASE AREA 

Imekang Dock 
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 What more can one ask of any candidates?  As 
the great Martin Luther King once said,… I HAVE 
A DREAM… and so we, at this point in time, can 
realize our dream with these bold, innovative, dar-
ing candidates for the Presidency and Vice-
Presidency of the Republic of Palau. 
 Both of these candidates have all the elements 
of public servants that can deal with what is best for 
the Palauan people who bestowed upon them the 
responsibility of improving the quality of life, com-
fort, health, security and the overall well-being of 
all the people. 
 President John F. Kennedy said it clearly,… 
“ask not what your country can do for you… ask 
what you can do for your country!”  Come Election 
time… vote your conscience… vote for Joshua Ko-
shiba as your next President and Jackson Ngirain-
gas as your Vice-President… vote for your country. 
 Our dream is to have a transparent and clear 
government.  Our dream is to have a government 
that is uniformly equal to all Palauans.  And that is 
all we ask! 

 Ngera ngodech el sebeched el olengit ra ngii dil 
kohosia?  Ng ua ikel le dilung a metekokd el Martin Lu-
ther King el kmo,… “NGAR NGII A BERRUSEK…” mekid 
er chelechang a sebeched elmo medengelii a urunguled 
el okiu tirkal mesisiich e kladikm e bleketakl e dachel-
bai e mellomes e mimokl el kohosia el mo Kot el Men-
guteling ma Ongerung el Menguteling era beluu era 
Belau. 
 Tirkal terung el kohosia adi ulsemuul ra bek el 
telengtengil a mo mesiungel a buai el sebechir elmo 
kudmokl a ikal kmal mo klungiolir ar chad era Belau, el 
kid a mesterir a ngerachel ra mo omekungil a klengar, 
deurreng, klisichel a bedengid, ma klekerengel ma 
cherrengelel a klungiolir ar bekl chad. 
 A mle Menguteling ra beluu ra Ngerbard el John F. 
Kennedy a kmal mle bleketakl ra cheldechedechal el 
kmo,… “Lak mongerechir ra kmo a beluam ngerang 
sebechel rullii el eko er kau,… e bai mongerechir ra 
kmo ngerang a sebechem el rullii el kirel a beluam.”  A 
merael el mei el Sengkyo… e msengkyo ra llemeltel a 
uldesuem,… msengkyo ra Joshua Koshiba elmo Men-
guteling er kau ma Jackson Ngiraingas el mo er sel on-
gerung el deruchall el ngii a Ongerung el Menguteling 
er kau. 
 A ues el ki momes er ngii a bleketakl e mechellins 
el amt er kid.  A urungulam a kirel a amt el tabesul el 
mo ra rokui e chad.  Engdi ikakid a ki molengit! 
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 A police officer, and 
an investigator under 
the Independent Coun-
sel investigating the Pa-
cific Savings Bank inci-
dent, was brought to the 
hospital early Thursday 
morning in serious con-
dition with blood gush-
ing out from a serious 
head-wound. 
 Details of the inci-
dent are obscured how-
ever Roureur Belau was 
able to gather so far ele-
ments alleging that Of-
ficer Lanson Doktok’s 
wife was said to have 
been sleeping in the liv-
ing room of their house 
in Airai when she saw 
someone out of the cor-
ner of her eye walking 
out of the house be-
tween 3:00 pm and 4:00 
pm. 

The wife 
thought the person 
walking out of the 
house was her husband 
and paid no attention to 
it.  Details also alleged 
that the wife said she 
heard low thudding 
noises beforehand com-
ing from the direction of 
the room but never 
thought of anything out 
of the ordinary. 
 Other details alleged 
that a neighbor saw the 
victim’s wife leave the 
house in the early morn-
ing hours that Thursday 
and returned later where 
she called for help upon 
discovering her husband 
in their room covered in 
blood. 

 A police officer, and an investigator under the 
Independent Counsel investigating the Pacific Sav-
ings Bank incident, was brought to the hospital early 
Thursday morning in serious condition with blood 
gushing out from a serious head-wound. 
 Details of the incident are obscured however 
Roureur Belau was able to gather so far elements al-
leging that Officer Lanson Doktok’s wife was said to 
have been sleeping in the living room of their house 

POLICEMAN ASSAULTED…… (Continued on page 10) 

  Many will say that 
cock-fighting is “animal 
abuse” and they are 
probably right, however 
this somewhat sport en-
tertainment is becoming 
popular everyday on the 
island. 
 Each Sunday of the 
week, serious players 
can be observed carry-
ing cages to Hokkons 
Baules’ residence in 
Ngerbeched Hamlet 
right above the Asahi 
CHAMP… (Continued on page 10) 

 The Director of the 
Bureau of Arts & Cul-
ture of the Ministry of 
Community & Cultural 
Affairs was demoted 
about two months ago in 
May by the Minister, 
according to staffs of 
the ministry. 
 Mr. Roland Tangel-
bad, aka Roland Merar, 
was moved from the 
Bureau to start work on 
May 12th at the Palau 
National Archive with 
Mr. Walter Metes taking 

the helm as Acting Di-
rector of the Bureau of 
Arts & Culture.  Ac-
cording to sources, Wal-
ter Metes first came on 
board in 1979 working 
for the Bureau under 
Moses Sam.  With al-
most 30 years experi-
ence in the government, 
Mr. Metes is up for re-
tirement next year. 
 So far, details are 
vague but it is said that 
the former Director 
have been suspended by 

Minister Alex Merep at 
least twice for disre-
garding tasks assigned 
as well as non-
performance of duties as 
requested by the Minis-
ter.  Asked why Roland 
Tangelbad, aka Roland 
Merar, was fired, “it is a 
bright day today so 
please do not ruin it,” 
said Minister Merep 
with a chuckle. 
 Recent transgres-
sions, as alleged by 

A & C..… (Continued on page 10) 

Ongiall champion known as destroyer of opponent’s eye socket. 
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 Palau on Wednesday, July 9th, celebrated the 
country’s Constitutional Day which included the 
“Olechotel Belau Fair” (OBF) to a huge crowd that 
took place in front of the Civic Center and within the 
grounds of the police station, tax office and the old 
Olbiil Era Kelulau. 
 The two day celebration showcased booths filled 
with diverse local and international cuisines as well 
as local handicrafts from weaved baskets to tradi-
tional speares/adzes to storyboard carvings.  All 
states except four erected their booths hanging state 
flags identifying itself including booths from non-
profit organizations and groups combining together 
to sell their merchandises from toys, necklaces, 
plants, t-shirts, etc… to cotton candies, drinks, betel-
nuts and pepper leaves. 
 Dancers displayed traditional dances that took 
hours and days to perfect from women’s 
“karkimenai” to men’s war dances.  Local singers 
strutted their abilities in singing Palauan and modern 
songs to the delight of the crowds and inviting from 
the crowd individuals to pit their singing abilities 
with theirs. 

 The Asahi ball field saw games of softball from 
different groups invited for competition.  The Na-
tional Gym hosted basketball games from young men 
that drew teenage crowds from the streets.  Many 
events also joined in the celebration. 
 2008 is the 27th year celebration of Palau’s Con-
stitution which took effect in 1981 while the 
“Olechotel Belau Fair” is pretty young considering 
that it previously enjoyed its celebration in the month 
of October but recently moved back to July to avoid 
any conflicting celebration with Palau’s Independ-
ence Day taking place on October 1st.  July 9th is also 
Belau’s Arts Day! 
 Ngiwal State was ecstatic with the celebration as 
they dubbed the day 7-9 that complemented their 
motto of “Seven Eat Nine Soup”. 

 Team JohnsonKerai held last Sunday night, July 6th, their campaign fund-raising at the Ngarachamayong Cultural Center in 
Koror State amidst a crowd of more than 500 supporters and friends. 
 Although the event was scheduled to begin at 6:00 pm, the showing of crowds actually dictated the opening as more and more 
slowly swarmed through the doors.  Balio Ngiraidong took over the floor as the Masters of Ceremony. 
 Friends and relatives, young and old, and supporters gathered around anxious to hear Mr. Toribiong’s outlook of the beginning 
months if he is elected as President of the country.  Campaign Chairman John Gibbions, former governor of Koror State, and close 

FUND-RAISING……. (Continued on page 10) 

Johnson/Kerai fundraising at NgaraChamayong Cultural Center 



Roureur Belau Join the Island 

Pa
id 

Ad
ve

rtis
em

en
t 

Children of Idid Hamlet of Koror State have no place to play as 
Shown on the above picture (Mokko area) and 

Below picture (across from Moses Ngiraswei’s store) 

The Property 

 A project pursued by Idid Hamlet Legislator 
Merol Ngirmeriil is about 50% complete as Resolu-
tion No. 08-46 was adopted by the Eight Koror State 
Legislature during its 1st Day of the 6th Special Ses-
sion last June 17, 2008. 
 According to Legislator Ngirmeriil, Mr. Shallum 
Etpison was approached earlier to discuss a piece of 
property located in the center of Idid Hamlet which 
belonged to Mr. Etpison.  Upon laying down a pro-
posed idea of land exchange or at the least in line 
with swap over of lands, Mr. Etpison was more than 
happy to oblige. 

The resolution adopted by the legislature was 
to recommend, request, and urge Koror state Public 
Lands Authority and Governor Yoshitaka Adachi to 
find ways and means to secure sufficient area of land 
in Idid Hamlet for the purpose of establishing head 
start, community center and/or other recreation activ-
ity center for the residents of Idid Hamlet. 
 Members of KSPLA and their legal counsel Ms. 
Imelda Nakamura, visited the land which is across 
from Moses Ngiraswei’s store in Idid Hamlet.  The 
land area, according to the resolution, contains about 
4,000 square meters. 
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What is Copyright?  
And is it beneficial to Palau? 

 
 Palau joined the world of copyright protection 
more than three years ago when the island’s Na-
tional Congress known as Olbill Era Kelulau en-
acted the Republic of Palau Copyright Act of 2003 
for the purpose of protecting one’s exclusive rights 
(means only the creator of such work, not anybody 
who has access to it and decides to grab it) to one’s 
own creation.  Copyright is a global issue. 
 Copyright is a protection that covers published 
and unpublished literary, scientific and artistic 
works, whatever the form of expression, provided 
such works are fixed in a tangible (concrete, real, 
solid, etc…) or material form.  This means that if 
one can see it, hear it and/or touch it - it may be 
protected.  If it is an essay, if it is a play, if it is a 
song, if it is a funky original dance move, if it is a 
photograph, HTML coding or a computer graphic 
that can be set on paper, recorded on tape or saved 
to a hard drive, it may be protected.  Copyright 
laws grant the creator the exclusive right to repro-
duce, prepare derivative works, distribute, perform 
and display the work publicly. 
 Copyright is, in essence, a personal right.  The 
copyright owner must decide how to take advan-
tage of his/her copyright work and how to put into 
effect his/her copyright.  A copyright owner can 
decide whether or not there will be any use of the 
copyright work falling within the scope of the eco-
nomic rights and, if so, whether he or she will use 
the copyright work and/or license one or more 
other people to use the work.  Countless options 
available to a copyright owner will include con-
tractual agreements which may be just as important 
as the rights provided by copyright law.  The con-
tractual agreement can lessen the chances of future 
disputes over the use of his/her copyright work for 
the duration of the term agreed. 
 In today’s information age, practically all intel-
lectual creations can be protected by some form of 
intellectual property law.  Intellectual property di-
vides the world of intellectual creations into three 
areas: copyrights, trademarks and patents.  Liter-
ally saying, copyright protects expression, trade-
mark protects names, and patent protects ideas. 
 The Palau copyright law in its short title 

◄ Editor’s Note ► 

Roureur Belau Join the Island 

Paid Advertisement 

states… “The purpose of this Act is to protect own-
ers and creators of original works, including literary 
works, musical works, dramatic works, choreo-
graphic works, graphic works, architectural works, 
audiovisual works, computer programs, and sound 
recordings.  This Act has the further purpose of pro-
tecting the rights of performers in their perform-
ances.  This Act shall be known as the “Republic of 
Palau Copyright Act of 2003.” 
 Copyright is understood to protect items of ex-
pression which can include literary, dramatic, and 
musical works; pantomimes and choreography; pic-
torial, graphic and sculptural works; audio-visual 
works; sound recordings; and architectural works.  
As understood an original expression is eligible for 
copyright protection as soon as it is fixed in a tangi-
ble form.  The Republic of Palau Copyright Act of 
2003 (RPPL 6-38 and as amended as RPPL 6-53) 
was designed to protect such works. 
 Accordingly, almost any original expression that 
is fixed in a tangible form is protected as soon as it is 
expressed.  For example, a graphic created using a 
computer program known as Photoshop is protected 
as soon as the file is saved to disk.  This story was 
protected as soon as I stopped typing and saved it.  
But as in Section 25 of the copyright law of Palau, 
works created prior to November 26, 2003 is not pro-
tected.  However any created works after the date of 
the Palau copyright law is automatically copyrighted 
whether one posted or not a notice using the symbol 
© with author/owner including year or not, neverthe-
less posting such notice strengthen one’s protection 
to one’s work. 
 Currently, most of the items that one is likely to 
come across on the internet are qualified for copy-
right protection, including the text of web pages, e-
mail/usenet messages, photographs, sound files, 
graphics files, computer programs and/or listings. 
 The subject of copyright is a sensitive issue and 
many local artists including local people do not un-
derstand the whole concept.  Why copyright your 

(c)………. (Continued on page 12) 
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 Minister of Justice Mi-
chael Rosenthal have, in a 
hand delivered letter to RBN, 
clarified the 1999 burglary at 
the Atens’ warehouse in 
Ngermid and the return of 
some of the items stolen 
from the warehouse in re-
sponse to an article that ap-
peared in the last issue of 
this newspaper including the 
status of the perpetrators. 
 According to the Minis-
ter, Sambal Espangel and 
Masuo Ichikawa, the perpe-
trators of the burglary of the 
Atens’ warehouse were 

caught earlier last year, 2000, 
and were charged in Febru-
ary of the same year for their 
criminal acts. Both men pled 
guilty and entered plea 
agreements with the AG’s 
Office and were sentenced 
respectively in October and 
November of 2000. Espangel 
was sentenced to serve two 
years in jail with an addition 
four year probationary period 
when he gets out while Ichi-
kawa got a one year sus-
pended sentence including 40 
hours of community service. 
     As for the reward 

money, the Minister did not 
elaborate on who received it, 
nor does he have a receipt of 
the money from the infor-
mant in order to prove to the 
Atens that he/she (informant) 
did actually receive the 
money, but seem to rely on 
the acknowledgement of the 
case investigating officer, 
Valentine Tirso, that he did 
transfer the reward to the 
deserving informant. 
 Minister Rosenthal was 
asked in a phone interview 
with RBN whether it is legal 
practice or not for officers of 

the law to act as a go-
between between victims 
who post up reward money 
and informants. The Minister 
answered this question in a 
roundabout way by saying 
that in this instance, Officer 
Tirso did not have a choice, 
but did not go outright and 
say whether it is the regu-
lated way or not. 

In an August 14th 
letter to the Minister of Jus-
tice, Mr. Aten thanked the 
Ministry and commended 
what he called a superb job 
that Officer Tirso and Towai 
did in catching and success-
fully prosecuting the perpe-
trators. In the meantime, the 
Atens feels that their punish-
ment was just a slap on the 
hands while what was dealt 
them (the Atens) was indeed, 
a harsh blow. 
 Aten and his wife also 
believes that they should 
have been notified and 
brought up to date during the 
investigation including the 
trial where they could have 
pushed for a tougher punish-
ment to be meted out to the 
two men. Mr. Aten closed his 
letter to Rosenthal hoping 
that the Minister could some-
how streamline his opera-
tions so that victims of crimi-
nal acts will not be left out in 
the dark as long as they were.  
 The Atens as of now have 
acknowledged to have re-
ceived two of their green 
machines, one electric drill 
including one trimmer from 
the police as shown by an 
undated receipt provided to 
the police by Mr. Aten and 
they are saying now that they 
could care less even if Offi-
cer Tirso himself did keep 
the money. They believe that 
if he did, he deserved it.  

 A sting operation conducted by the police on the night of 
June 30 caught another policeman who was on guard duty at the 
Koror Jail for buying Methamphetamine (ice) from a police 
Confidential Informant (CI). 
 According to an affidavit filed by policeman Ricky Ngi-
raked, a CI informed narcotics officers on June 29th that Timo-
thy Olikong, a police officer employed by the Bureau of Public 
Safety (BPS), on guard duty at the Jail was willing to purchase 
“ice”.  The narcotics officers and the CI then arranged a con-
trolled buy on the next day, June 30 and the CI was instructed 
to conduct the sale at the Koror Jail. 
 The CI who drove a car to the Jail, was observed by police-
men stationed near the Jail entering the Jail with Officer Olik-
ong then exiting it a few minutes later. The CI informed the 
narcotics officers that the sale had been concluded. Officer 
Olikong, after parting with the CI, went to the patrol section for 
a while then returned to Jail where he was arrested by the nar-
cotics officers and arrested. 
 Officer Olikong was brought to the Narcotics Office where 
after he was read his rights, which he voluntary waived, he pro-
vided the other officers a statement. In his statement he claims 
that he received a call on June 29 from somebody who was 
willing to sell a plate of “ice” to him for only $20. Olikong is 
now on suspension pending the outcome of his case. 

 The last month of July saw 
six cases of drug trafficking 
related offenses filed at the 
Palau Supreme Court by the 
Attorney General’s Office. The 
first case filed was that of ROP 
vs. Paulus O. Antol.  Antol was 
charged by the AG’s Office 
with one count of possession of 
marijuana that he was found to 
possess when searched by the 
police on May 11th. 
 On July 19, a woman by 
the name of Shirley Siabal 
Dolmers was charged with 3 
counts of possession of the 
controlled drug, methampheta-
mine, (ice) including another 3 
counts of trafficking in the 
same illegal drug. These al-
leged offenses of Ms. Dolmers 
according to information filed 
with the Clerks of Courts, took 
place on three different occa-
sions. 
 Another man, Noe Kar-
melong was charged on July 20 
with three counts of trafficking 
in “ice” including one count of 
possession of the same drug.  
Information filed by the police 
indicates that Mr. Karmelong 
was observed on three different 
occasions passing the con-
trolled substance, “ice” to other 
individuals. It also states that a 
search executed by the police 
on him on May 15 found him to 
be in possession of the same 
drug. 

 On July 23, another “ice” trafficking charge were filed against a 
man and woman of Ngerbeched Hamlet. Peterson Ito and Melanie 
Launit were both charged with three counts of trafficking in the con-
trolled substance “ice”. The offenses of these two individuals hap-
pened on the same day, July 13th. 
 In another drug related offense, a young man by the name of 
Darvin Adelbai was charged on July 26 with three counts of traffick-
ing in marijuana. Adelbai was, according to police affidavit filed at 
the Courts, sold marijuana to other individuals on three separate oc-
casions. 
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NGEDEBUUL 
(Kayangel): Emis Skiwo’s funeral took place on Saturday, July 5th, with 
about $33,000.00 and two Palauan money-bead contributed by rela-
tives.  Since the “Kemeldiil” and “Cheldecheduch” took place at once, 
by local tradition, relatives of Mr. Skiwo’s wife were in charge of the 
food and therefore they were given $10,000.00 and one Palauan 
money-bead by the deceased’s relatives as their share! 
 

RTELUUL 
(Ngarchelong):  With the retirement of Delegate Kerai Mariur from 
running for the same office brought about by the Popular Initiative 
adopted by the people last General Election of limiting the term of any 
congressman to three terms, it has resulted in two daughters and two 
sons of the state showing interest thus all are running to fill the Dele-
gate’s seat.  Delegate Mariur is currently running for the Vice-
Presidential position with Presidential candidate Johnson Toribiong.  
Ms. Dilmai Saiske, Mrs. Faustina R. Marugg, Mr. Don Bukurrou, and 
Mr. Marhence Madrengchar are to pit wits for the vacated seat by 
Delegate Mariur. 
 

KERRADEL 
(Ngaraard):  Long time married couple celebrated their 50th Anniver-
sary last Friday night, July 4th, in Ulimang County, one of the state’s 
five main villages.  The celebration for Zuzie “Sie” and Humio “Kuo” 
Orak took place at Kuatleu Summer-House until the wee hours of the 
night.  The couple’s children and grandchildren demonstrated tradi-
tional dances for invited guests from the villages.  Humio’s father, Orak 
Kotep Sablan of Angaur, was known for his dancing ability and taught 
dancing lessons from Angaur to the south all the way to Kayangel on 
the north. 
 

KIULUUL 
(Ngiwal):  Delegate Noah Idechong has one more term remaining for 
him to run once again to the House of Delegates, however it was said 
that he was not interested.  However, once a politician always a politi-
cian and it remains to be seen if he will run again or not.  As for Gover-
norship, current Speaker of Kelulul a Kiuluul Francisco Melaitau an-
nounced last Wednesday, July 9th, to run for the position against cur-
rent Governor Masasinge Arrurang. 
 

NGETELNGAL 
(Melekeok):  Relatives and friends of Chief YOBECH Kirino Semdiu of 
Ngerang Village attended his funeral last Saturday, July 5th, at the 
state.  Chief YOBECH is the youngest Chief of high status (High Chief 
of Ngerang Village of Melekeok) and more than $30,000.00 were do-
nated during his funeral. 
 

OLDIAIS 
(Ngchesar):  Over one hundred lease applicants who paid $35.00 non-
refundable filing fees remains in the dark as to when access to their 
lease comes to light while the state government points its finger to the 
Environmental Quality Protection Board (EQPB) prolonging the proc-
ess.  Ngersuul Village Chief RECHETUKER Ebas Rsei was buried on 
Saturday, July 12, 2008 at the village. 
 

NGERBUNS 
(Aimeliik):  Correction on the state celebrating her constitutional day in 
last issue’s posting.  The state celebrated this event on Tuesday, July 
1st, not on Monday as was published. 
 

NGERDUBECH 
(Ngatpang):  Delegate Okada Techitong is serving his last term repre-
senting the state in the House of Delegates of the 7th Olbiil Era Kelu-
lau.  Come August 6 the people of the state will know who will run to fill 
Okada’a vacant seat. 
 

IMEUNGS 
(Ngaremlengui):  Palau Community College instructor Thomas Taro 
and businessmen and former Director of the Bureau of Revenue, Cus-
toms Taxation Swenny Ongidobel are slated to run to fill the void that 
will be left open by Delegate William Ngiraikelau who, by law, can not 
run again as representative of the state in the House of Delegates.  
 

ONGEDECHUUL 
(Ngardmau):  Delegate Lucio Ngiraiwet has used up all his term at the 
Olbiil Era Kelulau’s House of Delegates and slated to run for the seat 
is Mr. Rebluud Kesolei. 
 

ERNGUUL 
(Koror):  Although current Delegate Joel Toribiong still has one more 
term allowable to run for office, he has announced that he will run for 
the Senate which leaves current Minister of Community & Cultural 
Affairs Alexander Merep to run for Delegate of Koror. 
 

ODESANGEL 
(Peleliu):  The Presidential and Vice-Presidential team of Joshua and 
Jackson were invited to the state on Wednesday, July 9th, to meet with 
Peleliu people and returned back to Koror the next day, Thursday.  On 
Saturday (July 12), Donald Haruo’s cousin Johnsun, will have his fu-
neral while the next day on Sunday Postol Remeliik’s daughter, Dir-
ruchei, memorial services will take place. 
 

EDEAUR 
(Angaur):  Rumors has it that Uncle and Nephew, Lucio Abraham and 
Orak Yamada, will run not only against each other for Governorship 
but both will go against Natus Misch and Lorenzo Edward for the cov-
eted position while current Governor Horace Rafael is said to go toe-
to-toe with Victorio Uherbelau for the Delegate position to be vacated 
by current Delegate Mario Gulibert. 
 

SANAITERAE 
(Sonsorol):  Delegate Flavian Carlos will leave the seat open and 
come August deadline for filing reveals two aspiring candidates Cus-
toms Officer Edwin Pedro to challenge Marcelino Xavier, a former 
Social Security Administration employee. 
 

HATOH-BEI 
(Hatohobei):  Delegate Thomas Patris who won the Governorship will 
let Heimong Sebastian Marino and citizen Wayne Andrew to fight for 
the vacant seat in November 4, 2008 General Election. 
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in Airai when she saw someone out of the corner of 
her eye walking out of the house between 3:00 pm 
and 4:00 pm. 

The wife thought the person walking out of 
the house was her husband and paid no attention to 
it.  Details also alleged that the wife said she heard 
low thudding noises beforehand coming from the 
direction of the room but never thought of anything 
out of the ordinary. 
 Other details alleged that a neighbor saw the vic-
tim’s wife leave the house in the early morning hours 
that Thursday and returned later where she called for 
help upon discovering her husband in their room 
covered in blood. 
 Police refuse to give out more information re-
lated to the incident of whether a weapon was dis-
covered at the premises or if there are suspects or 
motive pending further investigation.  Concrete in-
formation will be forthcoming once police investiga-
tors file the case with the Attorney Generals Office. 
 Family relatives say Doktok is easily irritated 
and has a short temper as a result of some kind men-
tal setback after his return to Palau from the US.  He 
became a police officer after and was trained for 
about two weeks with the National Police as the first 
Police Officer working under Ngchesar State about 
15 years ago.  His wife has a son in his early twen-
ties from a previous relationship and word around 
coffee places says he may probably be a suspect.  
Latest information is that Doktok remains in critical 
condition. 
 As officers of the law, Officers Lansok Doktok 
and Margaret Martin were assigned to work with Mr. 
Louis Harley, the Independent Counsel requested by 
the Palau Government to investigate the mess 
brought about by Pacific Savings Bank who is cur-
rently off-island.  PSB is being investigated for laun-
dering huge amount of money in the millions and in 
all probability involved not only employees of the 
bank but many others. 

(Continued from page 3) ………. POLICEMAN ASSAULTED 

Ball Field in the afternoon.  Cheering during the 
fighting of “Jiamongs” can be easily heard for miles 
as a sign of winning on one side with total silence 
indicating a loss from the opponent. 
 Fighting sports with roosters was not new to Pa-
lau, however it was not as big as one is used to as in 
an arena.  Than appeared Basilius Sbal who estab-
lished a cock-fighting ground at his residence in 
Ngesaol Village close to Renrak Site that pulled 

(Continued from page 3) ………...CHAMP 

sources, took place in April 2008 during Ngiwal 
State’s celebration of their constitution when the for-
mer Director was instructed to host guests of the 
Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs.  It is said 
the guests were to join with High Chief REKLAI for 
lunch after a short tour of the capital building in Me-
lekeok.  However, when the former Director was no-
show at the capital, Minister of Community & Cul-
tural Affairs ended up doing the subordinate’s job. 
 Roland Tangelbad, aka Roland Mera, was hired 
to the position of Director after former Director 
Vicky N. Kanai, who is the current governor of Airai 
State, retired from the government about three years 
ago.  He now works alongside Chief Archivist 
Naomi Ngirakamerang and staff Daniel Adachi. 

(Continued from page 3) …………. A & C 
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advisors of the JohnsonKerai team were in the house shaking 
hands and talking with the crowd. 
 Members of the campaign organization were on hand 
escorting gatherers to empty seats while others dispensed 
drinks with still others organizing the media phase for 
documentation purposes. 
 According to the team’s campaign headquarter, about 
$20,000.00 was realized from supporters and friends who 
showed up during the fund-raising. 

(Continued from page 4) ……… FUND-RAISING 
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of the Sewer Project under the Ministry of Resources 
& Development said a problem occurred with the 
Check Valve which resulted in the breakdown of the 
station pump.  Mr. Udui promptly sought assistance 
from the Resort and Cliffside Hotel to shut off and 
re-route the hotels’ waste to a storage tank until the 
down sewer station is restored. 
 “Mr. Ha’s company is under contract with us and 
were called to repair the problem,” said MR. Udui.  
The Check Valve was finally repaired and installed 
around 4:00 pm on Wednesday. 

“By September,” added Mr. Udui, “about fifteen 
pumps will be on hand to finally upgrade sewer sta-
tions around Koror, particularly in Bibiroi in Nger-
mid, Ngerbodel, Sechemus area and other sites.” 

(Continued from page 1) ………. RAW SEWAGE 

Thousands of gallons of raw sewage discharged to the sea 
Off the coast of Ngerkebesang Hamlet . 

lands to the south of Koror State. 
 Mesengei Eriich, Mutsuo Klewei, and Dwight 
Siksei were fishing when all three came across the 
turtle stranded on shallow waters during the low tide 
with the edge of the deep water about half a mile 
from where the turtle was discovered.  The men 
shouted with exhilaration for the reason that the tur-
tle shell of which the local women money (toluk) is 
made of had a diameter of about 8 inches, the largest 
any of them has seen. 
 Two of the men jumped into the shallow water 
and began rolling the turtle toward the deep water.  
“It was not turtle season,” said Mr. Klewei, “so I in-
structed the other two to just take the back shell and 
throw everything away.”  The men tied the turtle under 
its arm-pits to the rear of the boat so it would not escape 
as they tow it to one of the rock island for preparation. 

(Continued from page 1) ……..TURTLE 

However, upon close scrutiny, Mr. Siksei saw the 
necklace like Palauan money-bead shape encircling 
the neck and pointed it to the other two.  “Oh man”, 
blurted out Mr. Eriich, “this is our mother’s pet and 
we must let it go.” 
 According to island beliefs, turtles with necklace-
like Palauan money-bead encircling the neck of any 
turtles are a pet of a demi-goddess known as “Okiu-
a-Mechuu”, roughly translated means Shadow-
Walker or Walk On Shadow, and that the animal 
must not be harm or something disastrous will defi-
nitely fall upon you or your loved ones. 
 The three returned home satisfied with the fishes 
caught earlier and distributed their catches to rela-
tives.  Early the next morning they went out “elmo 
omdikl” resulting with two “malkuriomel” catches. 

 Ngiwal Public Lands Authority headed by Mr. Ben 
Adelbai, began accepting applications for lease during the 
period of May to June that stretched to July 1st because of 
huge demand to take in more applicants. 
 Unlike its neighboring state of Ngchesar who 
awarded land leases in the beginning months of this year 
with $35.00 non-refundable filing fees and applicants 
were actually more than the lots with no access to their 
leases, Ngiwal only accepted the same number of applica-
tions corresponding to the same number of lots surveyed 
with $25.00 non-refundable filing fees and access to each 
lot will be complete within a months time. 
 Officials of the state said the site of the leases is on 
high ground and although most of it is leveled out, the areas 
not in conformation will be leveled accordingly.  About 
three foreign individuals applied and were given leases.  All 
applications will be reviewed and applicants not meeting 
with set criteria will be informed and not awarded a lease.  
“However,” said the state official, “it looks promising.” 
 The size of leases in Ngiwal is said to be about 1,000 
square meters each.  Ngchesar leases given in the begin-
ning of this year to applicants measured over 2,000 square 
meters or more.  At $25.00 per applicant for the lease, the 
state of Ngiwal generated over $8,000.00 revenues for 
filing applications alone while Ngchesar took in a little 
over $5,000.00 with access to one’s lease nowhere in 
sight.  

(Continued from page 1) …………. NGIWAL LEASES 
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work is a question many 
local artists ask!  An 
easy answer to such 
question is that copy-
righting one’s work 
protects one’s creation 
from exploitation and/or 
used without one’s per-
mission.  The island has 
joined the world of 
copyright and there are 
many features of this 
area that we must adapt 
to in order to safeguard 
what is one’s property. 
 Although the Palau 
Copyright Act affords 
you protection just for 
creating your work and 
reducing it to a tangible 
form, in many cases it is 
advantageous and bene-
ficial to officially regis-
ter your works with an 

(Continued from page 7) …….(c) entity.  The Palau law 
provides a creator to 
register his/her works 
with the Attorney Gen-
erals Office but to the 
writer, this creates a 
problem.  What if the 
National Government 
uses work without per-
mission from the crea-
tor?  Who will the office 
of the Attorney General 
defends in this case,… 
the National Govern-
ment or the owner of the 
work used without per-
mission?  The registra-
tion process is fairly 
straightforward and the 
fees are not very high.  
Forms are available 
from the Attorney Gen-
erals Office and easy to 
fill. 
 Most countries have 
established Copyright Of-
fice that oversees copyright 
infringements of one’s 
work whereby such office’s 
sole duty is to exert every 
effort to fight on behalf of 

the property owner.  Any work created in Palau after No-
vember 26, 2003 has a copyright protection attaches immedi-
ately and automatically upon fixation (reduction to a tangible 
form) of the work in question. 
 With the enactment of the Republic of Palau Copy-
right Act of 2003, the island can very much benefit from 
such protection related to traditional art designs and folk-
lores including many, many more.  Property owners can 
take advantage of the law and take action against any in-
fringer to one’s work.  In the opinion of the writer, the 
law currently lack in strengths and require amendments 
that can strengthen and bring more protection to the prop-
erty owner. 

Building in Dngeronger Hamlet previously known as 
Aichi’s Theater currently owned by WCTC and used as barracks 

for the corporation’s employees now in disarray with the huge “lulk” 
tree to the left growing merging itself onto the building itself. 


